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Total Cases Rece i ved
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Fraud

Cases Cl eared

Cases Pending as of 12-31-84
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$ 134,672
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JANUARY 1r 19e4 DECEI'IBEF f,1. 1984

Tl"le f i re reportE yEu are abourt to see are the acclrmul ati on
o+ fire stati=tics Bathered +rom inany Fire Departments
etcro=s the State. The reporting Fire Departments are located
i n e./Ery geograpl'li cal area of the State so the ciata shcwn
will trt-rly represent the whole StatE, There .rre cLlrrently 75
Fi re Departm'ents reporti ng that rnal,:e-up aboL(t 6Cr -7C)7. o{ the
States population. 5o .rgain we feel th.rt the {it-e data ig
truL y representati ve oi ourr- f i. re probl ern--.

The citi:ens of the State o+ Idaho ouJe the reporting Fire
Departm€ents a debt of grstitr-rde for taliing of their tirne to
learn the reporting system and to fill orrt the reporting
torms. This is no easy tasll . The firefiqhterg. hc-cause of
their -=Ense of dlrty. not only to Idaho bl-rt the nertion a:
urel 1 . have tallen on thi s taslr as a nec€nssary par-t of thei rjobs. I say the nation becausre we report their d;rta to the
i'iational Fire Incident Flc-portir-rg Sy--tern (t'lFIFtS) in
WaehinrSton D.C. I per=onal ly uJant to thank then on behalf of
ir'y office as we11.

G.ethering and studying +ire data ir= the onl'z w;f,y we are
goi.ng to mal.le any head-way in ourr f j.Bht against fire. OLlr
deadly {pn(:my can only be conqL(ered from a position of
intelligence. Or-rr Idaho Fj.re Incident Reportinq Systern(lFIRS) i:; the intelligence arm in this fight.
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trurr- reportinB Fire Departments resPonded to g.!1? incidentE
in 1984. These incidents Encompassed a myri.ad o+ Problerns
from building and vehicle fires to ha:ardouts epills and many
other things. Fire Callr ammounted to 4.543 ot the total.
while the rest were so many and varied that it is impossiblE
to classify them. It is apparent that the Fire DeFartments
are the first line 6+ de+ense in their commlrnitieg because
of the variety of calls they respond to.

Thc, first cateBory will be an analVsis of the 4.54f, reported
f i res. Then we trli I I bre.1k thi s down to =-trlrcture f i res.
mobile property-veh i c 1e {ires, and ol-ltside fires. Our
analysi=. as you will see, i= FrovicJed in graphics form for
an easy to read method. You will be able to re.adi ).y see th.rt
u,e do have a fire problem in Idaho and urhat those problem=
ar e.
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ANALYSIS: This graph shows clearly that the fire =ervice-: do
Eave money ag most +ires are in the no los;s collrmn and most
of the other +ires fall within the Iourer dalI"lr .f igures. Itri: also plain that only a f ekr fires have bel€n responsible
for the Iarge total fire tos.- f i.gLlre.

Total Fire Loss $:ag!:E3. ?39
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ANALYSIS: traIIs per day did not vary more than one percent.
fhis only means that the Fire Departments can.t let therr
vrgilance lapse on any qiven day. This --tatistic has nBt
varied hardly at all in three years.
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ANALYSIS: The sumrnerunonths stiIl. are the br-rgiegt time for
oLrr Fire Departments. This will probabty aluJa./s be the caseaE these months are the snes whG:n we have a lot of open
bLrrninq to clran up weeds and brLrsh. Also thrs iE the timeof lrear that ureeds and brLrsh are vert,/ dry. Floyrever i t i sinteresting to note that January and Decemher s;tand oLrt inthe winter rnonths. It is understandable whc.n yolr congiderthat this time iE when heating sv,stems are being ta>red tothej.r limits. The graph still cJC]e!r not indicate LhHt there
1's a season that is much elower thc-rn any r:.L.her. Tl-ri,: onlypr-ove= that there is a perpetLr.ll firE seaEon fc:r ifLtr +ire
Eer'/ i ces.
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A|IALYSIS: The hours of mBSt frequency h.r.re not varied
apprL-triabl.y f rom last year. I doLrbt that th:Ls r,.r i 11 changte
murch from year to year. As you can see rnost of the activity
is +rom 1I noon to midnight. As we trnour people cause most
'f i re-* and thi s ti me f rame i g urlren peopl e are mc]st acti ve.
HowE./er i t has been my experi, G:nc€ tlr;rt the l arqer { i res are
in the Iater time slots as they gc undc.tectecj {or a longe-r
tirne aE trel still rely 6n pe(fple to report f ires. A tlrorclL{qh
analysis of time ver!3us larBe fire5 uroLild prtrvide a qo.ld
.rrgurnent +or detection systerns tied directl,,, i:o the Fire
Department. The reporting Fire DeFArtrnents ha.ze this data
via the Idaho fire reporting siystem,
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AI..IALYSIS: As laEt year the residential property pratrticallystands alone as the Ieader in number of fire catIs. Thereare two reasons {or this. One. there are mclre of theEe
Froperties then any other and tr,ro, they are nevE:r inspectedfor +ire ha=ardr aE are other property types. Ue do t;nohrthat the massive move to woodblrrning sto./e-_ has al Eo adcJECjsigni,f ic.lntly to this nnmber, ThiE ;tatistic tet Is urg that
r,re mugt try harder as f i. re of { i ci al s to con./i nce peopl e towork to prevent fires in their homes. Since wE cannot. andprobably should not, mandatoral ly inEpect the-=e prope.ti*=.
we must try to change this throLrgh a pr-rbl ic edLrcationprocess. l.leep in rnind also that mogt fire deaths occr-tr inthis property as wel1.
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ANALYSIS! This Braph more clearly ehours the lo€rses per
property type. It nay be easier to Lrnder-stand this data if
the property types are describecl,
l. F:esidential: UJhere sleeping accornmodation5 are provided
4or normal 1i'ring purposes.
!. Edr-rcational: Schools. ColleBes! etc.
I. Storage: Br-ri ldings. StructLlres +or the Etorage or
sheltering c:f goods. eqr-ripment. iei r,.rarehoL(se=, b.rrns. etc.,1. l.l"rnurf acturing; Pr-operties where s,LrbstanceE €rre
transformed into new prodL(cts. iei lactor-i.erg etc.
=. Assembly; Places where the purblic aEsefiible!3 +or
amusernent. recreation.iei Theaters. 6yrnE.
6- Industry: Agricr-rltr-rre. f orestry. mineral . Lrti 1i.ties. and
c ornrnLrn i cat i on faci Iities.
7. Institr-rtional ! Hospi taIs. nursing hornes. penal. etc.
8. Speci al : M.1i nl y or-rtdoor propcarti es wi Lh v.lI L{e. i ei si Ens.pol es. fenceg. etc.
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AI'IflLYSIS: The highest percentage o.f 1o-=s is in theresidential category. This is understandable Hhen you
consider that it leads in the numher of fires ag well. Butthe most significant change over Iast year is theedr-rcational property. It accoLrnts +or only 1I {ires ft:r theyear but fcr 242 of the total loss. Tlrree school fires inLewiston. Lapwai, and New plymourth mal:e up the burl k of thetotal . To my l<nowledge none o+ them wollld have met currentcode. it ma[::es one wonder i{ the fires wor-rl cl have been soe:rtensi ve if they had. To our gocld fortnne no Ilreg urere1o=t- t ith aIl this in mind it would be gooci to remind oLrrschool officiats to try to meet currrent code af the earliestopportLrn i ty,
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AIIALYSIS! It j.s not hard to see wh'r residentral properties
far Gl(tnL(mber the rest in total f ir-es becausE af the heating
cauEed f i.res. If the heatinrl categor,/ cor-tld be el i min.rte,j iiHould reduce the total 397.. This colrl.d clnl y be accompli-_hed
with a better purbl ic education Froqrarn or a nr"rnd.rted
inspection of heating sy,5tem as is done in scrme, of the
European countries. I don't. howe,,,er, bel iel,e tlrat thigcc,untry i s ready f or rnandated i nspecti on .f r(]rn e1 governmL-nt
entity. br-rt it cor-r1d corne abclLrt {r-om the inl;rrranie indu=try
urhB may see the risk large rpnol-lgh to reqLtire pericrdicai
inspections be+ore they write a poiicy. as Lhey have donerfor years utith boi.J.er sy=tems. I believe this proL(Id ha,/e theust impact in reducing Io€ses dLre to heating s./stemg inthis property type.
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ANALYSIS: This graph was included to show the Iarge
percentage of heating fires as compared to the rest of the
totaL. trn the following paqe you will see two more graphs
that show a brealadouJn of the heatinq prcblem in resrdential
occLlpanci.es. As you will see the eotid +uel heatinq system
rs by far the leadi.ng category and chirnney msintenance the
Ie.rding problem area. I'lost. if not al1 solid tr-rel problems
are directly relatecl to the air Liqht t^lood blrrnLrng
app I i ance.
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Ai.IALYSIS: This iE the first time this property type has been
in the nurnber two position urnder the dollar IoES category.
Schools accounted for S6.5o5tf,?g o{ loss +or the year even
thor-tgh there were only 1? fireg. They are howe,,/er very
e>rpensive properties so that an./ fire th:r.t goes uncletected
f or a period of tirne i.s going to add r_rp the dol I "1rs. In
looking at the causes of fire it j.= interestinq to see that
there is a large percentaBe of incendiary (arson). I hope
this is not a trend for thi.s Froperty type as. I llnor.l. it
has always been subject to a lot a.f .randal ism. Applianceg
are Blso a leader and after !.re donp an investigation o+ one
o{ these school fires it_ became evident that rnaintenance is
the +irst line of defense to prevent these {ir"es.
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S to:r.a.ge
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l.la. t e x. T r.:rn s po :. t :.5 55EEt
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Hea,ug E<ttr. i rrrte n t

FI.e i. ght,/EoEa
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](t Losse
Fxro({+I , r_5e.

Slrec i aI Uehi c I es @"1

REri I Tr"ansFoFt @'"4,

!la. t e x. T rra.n s }ao r. t fl:4
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III'IE I-JF L'HY:
L'L'L' I -UI+L]L'
i)4(:t 1-i:rBC)i:l
rjgc)1 - 1 

"c)ol -r'(,1- t 6( l(,
I 5U 1-.{.'U'J
rr-r(-,1- j/+(-tu

Suspicious
39
1A
2A
.!+
61
44

Total

4t

I L'r
78

I ncend i ary
34
L7
t4

41
f,4

t{ o S

1$Loss
E I +r-,!Lr+-J. L,r,
9579374 - [rC)

E9C)55Cr. C)C)

6 155€I7r:) . 1:,{)

55186?7. OC,

! I6f i.I / r_,. Lit_l
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I n=t i tLtt i onal
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6
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EASL.IAT_-TY RE oR-r L?44

TOT'f L CASUALT I ES BY:

5EX: F1ALE
FEMALE

F,AF:T trF EODY I NJ URED

Head /Nec l:
Eody, Trunk. Bacl:
Arm
Leg
Hand
Foot
I nternal
l'lL(ItipIe Farts
Other

I'IATURE OF I NJURY

Burn= & Smol,:e
Burns OnI y
Sinoke OnI y
trJound . Ei eedi ng
Di sI ocat i onlFracture
Fai n
Shoc lr
Other

ACTII,,|ITY AT INJURY

E=-c ap r nq
Flescure Attempt
Fi re Control
Response/Return
Cl eanuP,/Sal vage
5l eep i ng
Unabl e to Act
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5E(./ER I TY OF I T'IJUHY

I HJ UFiY
OEAT H

Fire Servi ce
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4
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4
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