











RECAP OF ACTIVITY REPORTS FOR 1984
STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Training Classes 2
Fire Inspections 18
Arson/Fire Investigations 26
Business Meetings : 132
Public Relations Appearances 31
Schools - Seminars Attended 5
Fire Code Interpretations 324
Letters Written 5,163
Long Distance Calls 861
Fire Losses Reported From Insurance $26,117,493

RECAP_OF INVESTIGATION REPORTS FOR 1984
DEPUTY STATE FIRE MARSHAL -- ARSON/FRAUD INVESTIGATOR

Total Cases Received 47
Arson/Fire 25
Fraud 32
Cases Cleared 46
Cases Pending as of 12-31-84 25
Recoveries $ 134,672



Fart II

STATE FIRE MARSHAL
REFORT AND aNALYSIS OF FIRES
IN_ I DaHO

JANUARY 1, 1984 - DECEMBER 31, 1984

The fire reports you are about to see are the accumulation
of fire statistics gathered from many Fire Departments
across the State. The reporting Fire Departments are located
in every geographical area of the State so the data shown
will truly represent the whole State. There are cuwrrently 75
Fire Departments reporting that make-up about &60-70% of the
States population. So again we feel that the fire data is
truly representative of our fire problems.

The citizens of the State of Idaho owe the reporting Fire
Departments a debt of gratitude for taking of their time to
learn the reporting system and to fill out the reporting
forms. This is no easy task. The firefighters, because of
their sense of duty, not only to Idaho but the nation as
well, have taken on this task as a necesszary part of their
jobs. I say the nation because we report their data to the
Mational Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) in
Washington D.C. I personally want to thank them on behalf of
my office as well.

Gathering and studying fire data is the only way we are
going to make any head-way in our fight against fire. Our
deadly enemy can only be conquered from a position of
intelligence. Ouwr Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System
(IFIRS) 1s the intelligence arm in this fight.



ALL FIRES

Our reporting Fire Departments responded to 8,219 incidents
in 1984. These incidents encompassed a myriad of problems
from building and vehicle fires to hazardous <pills and many
other things. Fire Calls ammounted to 4,3543% of the total,
while the rest were so many and varied that it i1s impossible
to classify them. It is apparent that the Fire Departments
are the first line of defense in their communities because
of the wvariety of calls they respond to.

The first category will be an analysis of the 4,347 reported
fires. Then we will break this down to structure fires,
mobile property-vehicle fires, and outside +fires. Our
analysis, as you will see, iz provided in graphics form for
an easy to read method. You will be able to readily see that
we do have a fire problem in Idaho and what those problems
are.
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ANALYSIS: This graph shows clearly that the fire services do
save money as most fires are in the no loss column and most
of the other fires fall within the lower dollar figures. It
1= also plain that only a few fires have been responsible
tar the large total fire loss figure.

Total Fire Loss - $28,253, 239
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ANALYSIS: Calls per day did not vary more than one percent.
This only means that the Fire Departments can’t let their
vigilance lapse on any given day. This statistic has not
varied hardly at all in three years.
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ANGBLYSIS: The summer months still are the busiest time for
ouwr Fire Departments. This will probably always be the case
as these months are the cnes when we have a lot of open
burning to clean up weeds and brush. Also this ie the time
ot year that weeds and brush are very dry. However it is
interesting to note that January and December stand out in
the winter months. It is understandable when you consider
that this time is when heating systems are being tared to
their limits. The graph still does not indicate that there
15 a season that is much slower than any other. This only
prroves that there is a perpetual fire season for our fire
services.,
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AMALYSIS: The hours of most frequency have not varied
appreciably from last year. I doubt that this will change
much from year to year. As you can see most of the activity
is from 12 noon to midnight. As we know people cause most
tfires and thies time frame is when people are most active.
However it has been my euperience that the larger fires are
in the later time slots as they go undetected for a longer
time as we still rely on people to report fires. A thorough
analysis of time versus large fires would provide a good
argument for detection systems tied directly to the Fire
Department. The reporting Fire Departments have this data
via the Idaho fire reporting system.
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ANALYSIS: As last year the residential property practically
stands alone as the leader in number of fire calls. There
are two reasons for this. One, there are more of these
properties than any other and two, they are never inspected
for fire hazards as are other property types. We do know
that the massive move to woodburning stoves has also added
significantly to this number. This statistic tells us that
we must try harder as fire officiale to convince people to
work to prevent fires in their homes. Since we cannot, and
probably should not, mandatorally inspect these properties,
we must try to change this through a public education
process. Keep in mind also that most fire deaths occur in

- this property as well.
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ANALYSIS: This graph more clearly shows the losses per
property type. It may be easier to understand this data if
the property types are described.

l. Residential: Where sleeping accommodations are provided
faor normal living purposes.

2. Educational: Schools, Colleges, etc.

Z. Btorage: Buildings, Structures for the storage or
sheltering of goods, equipment,ie; warehouses, barns, etc.
4. Manufacturing: Froperties where substances are
transformed into new products. ie: factories etc.

3. Assembly: Flaces where the public assembles for
amusement, recreation.ie; Theaters, Gyms.

6. Industry: Agriculture, forestry, mineral, utilities, and
communication facilities.

7. Institutional: Hospitals, nursing homes, penal , etc.

8. Special: Mainly outdoor properties with value. i@e; siagns,
poles, fences, etc.
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ANALYSIS: The highest percentage of loss is in the
residential category. This is understandable when you
consider that it leads in the number of fires as well. Eut
the most significant change over last year is the
educational property. It accounts for only 12 fires for the
year but for 24% of the total loss. Three school fires in
Lewiston, Lapwai, and New Flymouth make up the bulk of the
total. To my knowledge none of them would have met current
code. It makes one wonder if the fires would have been s0
extensive if they had. To our good fortune no lives were
lost. With all this in mind it would be goad to remind our
school officials to try to meet current code at the earliest
opportunity.
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AMNALYSIS: It is not hard to see why residential properties
far outnumber the rest in total fires because of the heating
caused fires. If the heating category could be eliminated it
would reduce the total 58%. This could only be accomplished
with a better public education program ar a mandated
inspection of heating system as is done in some of the
European countries. I don't, however, believe that this
country is ready for mandated inspection from a governmant
entity, but it could come about from the insurance industry
wno may see the risk large enough to require periodical
inspections before they write a policy, as they have done
tor years with boiler systems. I believe this would have the
most impact in reducing losses due to heating systems in
this property type.
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ANALYSIS: This graph was included to show the larage
percentage of heating fires as compared to the rest of the
total. On the following page you will see two more graphs
that show a breakdown of the heating problem in residential
occupancies. As you will see the solid fuel heating system
is by far the leading category and chimney maintenance the
leading problem area. Most, if not all solid fuel problems

are directly related to the air tight wood burnung
appliance.
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ANALYSIS: This is the first time this property type has been
in the number two position under the dollar loss category.
Schools accounted for $6,565,399 of loss for the year even
though there were only 12 fires. They are however very
expensive properties so that any fire that goes undetected
for a period of time is going to add up the dollars. In
looiking at the causes of fire it is interesting to see that
there is a large percentage of incendiary {(arson). I hope
this is not a trend for this property type as, I know, it
has always been subject to a lot of vandalism. Appliances
are also a leader and after we done an investigation of one
of these school fires it became evident that maintenance is
the first line of defense to prevent these fires.
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TIME OF DAY:
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