(o~

FOURTEENTH
ANNUAL REPORT

Don McCoy s S
State Fire Marshal \
- Idaho Department of Insurance \




¢n CMemoriam

This publication is dedicated to two Kuna volunteer firefighters who lost their lives fighting a
range fire south of Kuna on the evening of July 28, 1995. The Initial Point Fire exploded into
the largest wildfire of the season. At least a dozen blazes were sparked by a series of strong
thunderstorms. Bill Buttram and Josh Oliver died in their tanker truck when they were trapped
by a wall of flame created by 70 mile an hour winds.

Bill Buttram, 31, Kuna, Idaho
Josh Oliver, 18, Kuna, Idaho




A Message from
State Fire Marshal Don McCoy

[ want to thank the firefighters of the state of Idaho whose devotion and sacrifices they so will-
ingly provide to all residents.

Idaho’s population growth does not appear to be having a dramatic effect on the number of fire
responses we are experiencing. However, the overall responses to all emergency calls are in-
creasing. Most importantly, the workload for fire prevention activities increases. The need for
multifamily and retirement dwellings is also increasing. These require much attention so as not
to become tomorrow’s fire problems. We must keep in mind that better building and fire code
enforcement will provide fire-safe buildings for future generations.

When you read the statistics of this report, you will once again find that residential properties
represent 73% of all structure fires and 42% of all structure property loss. Education in fire
safety is still much needed, but is not a priority when it comes to funding. This is slowly chang-
ing through mass media, but still has a long way to go.

We hope you will find this report useful and informative. If you have any questions or would
like to know more about these or other statistics please write, call or stop by our office.

I would like to express a special thanks for a job well done to my staff. Without them none of
this would be possible.
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The mission of the oﬁice of the State F ire
Morshal is to establish a basic environ-
ment of fire safety for the citizens of Idaho.

This is carried out in three basic ways:
(1) by regulating buildings in which people

live, congregate, or are confined; (2) by

controlling substances and products which

may, in and of themselves, or by their mis-
use cause injuries, death, and destruction

by fire; (3) by training and education in
fire protection methods and responszbzlz~
ties. The function of the State Fire Mar-
shal is fire prevention. That function is
accomplished through several program
elements including field operations, tech-
nical services, regulation development,

training, arson investigation, public edu-

cation, and fire incident reporting.

In idaho
1995

ire is a friend and an enemy. As a
F friend, it cooks our food and heats our

homes. As an enemy, it can destroy us,
our loved ones and everything we own.

This report describes the consequences of un-
friendly, uncontrolled fire. It's useful as a guide to
develop educational programs, improve building
technologies, increase code enforcement activities
and initiate future legislation.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal thanks those
departments who submitted their data for inclu-
sion in this report. We and the citizens of Idaho
thank the courageous men and women who con-
tinue to provide fire and EMS services throughout
the State.
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State Fire Marshal
Activity Reports

This section is made up of reports from employees
of the Idaho State Fire Marshal's Office.
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State Fire Marshal Advisory Board

Pat Bishop, Gooding FD

Gary Moore, Pocatello FD

Tom Tomberg, Lewiston FD

Tom Johnson, Ketchum FD

Don Donart, Kootenai County #1
Dan McKenna, Wood River F & R
Dennis Johnson, Idaho Falls FD
Bruce Allcott, Caldwell FD

Doug Rosin, Nampa FD

Richard Davies, Pocatello FD
Lynn Borders, Post Falls FD

Bill Cowin, St. Maries City/Rural FD
Bill Squires, Whitney FD

The advisory board includes the Board of Directors and Officers of the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association, and President of the Idaho Fire Marshal’s Association. The board helps
provide direction for the Idaho State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Underground Storage Tank Technician
Certification Board

Ex Officio Don McCoy
Chairman John Hiler
Member Lance Nielsen

Appointed by the Governor, this board enforces Rule 18.01.63 that regulates persons for
hire to perform services for underground storage tank projects. The regulation was enacted
to assure underground storage tank systems were being serviced in a manner which will
protect the public health and welfare and the land and waters within the state of Idaho.
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Administration

Lorraine Allen, Senior Secretary

Audio Visual Library

The State Fire Marshal’s office audio-visual library is available to local fire departments.
The library contains slides, technical reports and video tapes. There are four categories:
Fire Prevention, Investigation, General Information, and Fire Education. Catalogs are
available upon request. Thirty-seven departments have requested 254 videos, slides and
films. Most frequent users were Blackfoot, Boise, Wendell and Montpelier fire depart-
ments. Ada County Juvenile Court also used our resources.

Fire Inspector Certification

Rule 18.01.43, Fire Inspector Certification, went into effect January 1, 1983, to ensure fire
inspectors throughout the state meet the minimum standards. There are 490 certified fire
inspectors in Idaho as of December 31, 1995.

Fire Protection Sprinkler License

Fire Protection Sprinkler Licenses went into effect January 1, 1987, promulgated by Rule
18.01.49. This rule sets standards and ensures the competency of sprinkler companies who
work 1n the state of Idaho. There were 47 companies licensed in Idaho during 1995.

Licensing of Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitters became available through this regulation. It
is not a mandatory requirement. There are 35 licensed sprinkler fitters in Idaho.

Herb Keen, Plans Reviewer, reviewed and approved 270 plans. Mel Fletcher, Inspector,
made well over 527 inspections to installation sites.

Property Insurance Loss Register (PILR)

Insurance companies are required to submit a written report within seven days of a fire to
the Property Insurance Loss Register on claims over $1,000. Insurance companies
reported 1,017 claims. The total dollar loss reported was $20,829,805.

Underground Storage Tank Technician Certification

The State Fire Marshal’s Office is mandated by Rule 18.01.63 to license Underground
Storage Tank (UST) technicians. International Fire Code Institute (IFCI) schedules exams
throughout the Western States. The regional and Idaho state specific tests can be taken
together at any of the locations. There are 256 licensed technicians in Idaho. A list of
current technicians can be requested from this office.
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Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System

Ruby Andridge, Program Manager

Fire departments currently report to the Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System (IFIRS) on
a voluntary basis. The statistics in this report reflect the activity of 139 fire departments
of which 81 reported by computer. Over 54% of the state’s fire departments are repre-
sented in this report which reflects 89% of Idaho’s protected population.

The IFIRS collects and analyzes fire information on fires occurring in Idaho. Using the
standardized coding and reporting format, which is part of a national network National
Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS), IFIRS assimilates information reported by
contributing fire departments. Data is sent to the United States Fire Administration to be
included in the national database. NFIRS detects fire trends and identifies product
hazards. The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) are
extensive users of this database. CPSC and NHTSA are instrumental in recalls as a direct
result of NFIRS data.

Ten counties achieved 100% participation Incidents Reported
inIFIRS: Ada, Adams, Bear Lake, Bound- 25 Tho”sa“df

ary, Butte, Franklin, Jerome, Madison, ?
Minidoka, and Payette. Congratulations
to these counties who reported all their fire
department activities for 1995.

20

159
IFIRS welcomes the following departments

to the reporting system in 1995: Eastside

FPD, Kamiah City and Kamiah Rural FPD, 10
Mullan VFD, Naples VFD, Oakley FPD,
Orofino City FD, Paradise Valley FD,
Shelley-Firth Rural FD, Wendell City,
Wendell FPD, and Westside FD.

0
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Fire In Idaho 1995



Fire and Arson Investigations

The Arson and Fraud Section assists fire departments and law enforcement agencies
throughout the state in the determination of the origin and cause of fires. Fire and Arson
Detection classes are provided upon request. The Section also assists in the follow-up
investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for intentionally set fires. They
provide investigative assistance and training in the formation of Fire and Arson Task
Force Teams. Each district has a Fire and Arson van available. They coordinate the
activities between the Certified Fire Investigator Program, International Office of Inter-
national Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) and the Idaho Chapter of IAAL

The Arson and Fraud Section goals are to continue to work with local and state agencies
in the prevention of fires, arrests and prosecution of arsonists, to increase communication
and cooperation with all agencies in fire and law enforcement, and to continue to promote
fire and arson task forces.

Arson and Fraud Activities

ArsonInvestigations

Accidental Fires 46
Undetermined 23
Non Related Fire Investigations 1

Total Investigations 103

Business Meetings 174
Official Contacts 45
Public Appearances 12
Schools & Seminars 18

Telephone Assistance & Follow-up

Fire in Idaho 1995
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Glenn Lauper, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
District I responded to 33 requests for assistance in 1995.

The North Idaho Fire Investigators Task force (5 northern counties) contin-
ues to grow in members and training. The year was spent training new
members in origin and cause determination while the entire group gained
experience in strike force concepts, arson evidence collections and a practi-
cal field exercise with a burned structure.

Abbey, the certified accelerant sniffing canine, was used on fire scene
examinations in North Idaho, Montana and Washington. Abbey is utilized
along with the state forensic laboratory as quality control for some of the
region’s new evidence containers and forensic evidence collection kits.

Throughout the year, I attended classes sponsored by the State Bureau of
Disaster Services on emergency management, planning and response. These
classes are available to all interested emergency responders across the state.
I highly recommend this series of classes for all emergency managers.

The State Fire Marshal’s mobile investigation unit (van) is utilized in Region
I by local agencies for a number of purposes other than fire investigations.
I hope this trend continues. The van is available for use to those agencies that
need assistance and resources. All the State Fire Marshal’s Office requires
is the agency requesting the unit be responsible for the safe use, maintenance
and replacement of items used.

The State Fire Marshal Deputies in District I will continue to meet the
challenges of fire investigation and fire prevention by assisting those
requesting agencies with a timely response to your incident and will assist
you in obtaining the needed resources. We are only a phone call away.

Stay safe and do not hesitate to call if you need help.
Don Dillard, Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, Boise, Idaho

District II responded to 43 requests for assistance in 1995 which included 5
fatalities. Of these investigations, 14 were arson related fires, 22 deemed
accidental and 7 undetermined.

In addition to conducting investigations, I attended a two-week Advanced
Arson Detection class at the Federal Law Enforcement Academy, sponsored
by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. This class is available for
both law enforcement and fire personnel. I highly recommend this class to
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those who investigate fires. For those interested in attending, contact your
local ATF office.

District IT is working on the development of two new Arson Task Force
teams. Plans are under way to create teams in the Mountain Home and
Wendell areas.

Asagoal for 1996, with the help of the State Fire Marshal and other deputies,
I plan to update and refine our department’s Investigative Operating Proce-
dural Manual. These changes are needed to coincide with current accepted
safety practices and case management.

Don Bailey, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Pocatello, Idaho

District Il responded to 28 requests for assistance. Investigative assistance
was given to city, county and federal fire service and law enforcement
agencies. There were 18 accidental and 9 suspicious fires investigated.
Assistance was provided on one homicide. These included 9 dwellings, 6
commercial, 7 vehicles, 3 agricultural and 1 educational property. The
investigation of suspicious fires resulted in two arrests and convictions.
Three fires are still under investigation. Assistance was also provided to

Twin Falls Police Department and Bannock County.

The Fire and Arson van was utilized on four fire-scene investigations.
Orientation and display of the van was provided at Pocatello, American Falls
and Driggs to approximately seventy-five fire department and law enforce-
ment personnel.

Classes were presented at fire departments in Pocatello, American Falls,
Driggs and two sessions at Idaho State University. There were a total of 98
fire service and law enforcement attendees. Other activities included a
school Fire Safety Program presented to the faculty and student body at Soda
Springs Junior High School. On-going interaction with insurance claims
representatives and attorneys continues, as well as coordination of the
Certified Fire Investigator’s Program between the IAAI and the Idaho
Chapter of the IAAIL

Training received was approximately 148 hours of advanced fire/arson
investigative training. These included the International Association of
Arson Investigators (IAAI), Los Angeles, CA; state chapter meetings at Post
Falls, ID; West Valley City, UT; Medford, OR; Arson/Bomb Investigation,
Boise, ID; and the Idaho Police Officers Association (IPOA), Pocatello, ID.

Objectives for 1996 are to continue to assist local, county, state and federal
agencies with the investigation of suspicious fires; to promote the arson task
force concept; and to provide fire/arson investigation training.




The Fire Prevention Section has the responsibility of enforcing the adopted version of the
Uniform Fire Code. Duties include: the inspection of buildings; reviewing new construc-
tion plans of state-owned buildings and schools upon request; certification of fire
inspectors; teaching the 24-hour Uniform Fire Code class, Basic Fire Prevention and Fire
Inspection classes; and assisting local fire jurisdictions upon request.

Three deputies serve and assist the fire service in any way possible and are proud of the
fire departments’ efforts to continue to solve their fire safety and protection problems.
Their challenge is to educate the fire service and public to the benefits of the fire code and

Fire Prevention

its uniform application.

Fire In Idaho 1995

_Fire Prevention Activities

Fire Inspections

Cause & Origin Investigation

Fire Code Interpretations & Assistance
Business Meetings

Official Contacts

Public Presentations

Training Courses Given

Training Courses Taken

Underground Tank Inspection

Plans Review
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Jim Macklin, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Lewiston, Idaho

During 1995, most of my time was spent inspecting schools and day-care
centers, and attending meetings. The meetings were mostly about water
supplies and the Uniform Fire Code requirements. I am fortunate that many
of the fire districts are handling many of these problems on their own. A lot
of time was spent identifying the changes in the Uniform Fire Code and
developing a one-day class to present the changes.

I attended training classes for the 1994 Uniform Fire Code Update at
Bellevue, Washington; Fire Code Institute seminar at Las Vegas, Nevada;
and an arson seminar at Post Falls, Idaho.

I conducted one Uniform Fire Code class and one update class.

The problem in the district continues to be with counties that have not
adopted the Uniform Building Code, Uniform Fire Code or zoning ordi-
nances.

Best results have been achieved by working with the local fire authorities.
My continued goal will be to work with the locals and be the best resource
I can be to them.

Rich Green, Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, Boise, Idaho

Since starting with the Fire Marshal's Office in September 1995, I have been
concentrating my efforts in familiarizing myself with my assigned area as
well as learning the responsibilities of the position. I have tried to meet with
as many of the local fire department chiefs as possible. For those whom I
have not had the opportunity to meet, I hope to do so in 1996.

My goals for 1996 include to assist with the licensing of all fire alarm
installers and to establish a program similar to that for installation of
sprinkler systems. In addition, I plan to attend the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Conference, Idaho Fire Service Training School and to tour District I and 11T
with the area deputies.

I have reviewed 25 plans for compliance with the Uniform Fire Code,
conducted 16 inspections, provided assistance for 247 telephone calls and
investigated 3 fires.

I would like to thank all of the fire service personnel, whom I have had the
opportunity to meet, for their hospitality and for making me feel welcomed.
I'look forward to seeing you all again and to meet those whom I have not had
the opportunity to meet.

10
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Hal Call, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Pocatello, Idaho

As always, this past year has been busy with a wide variety of activities
conducted. Training classes on fire codes, exiting and inspection prac-
tices have been given to a number of fire departments.

I attended training classes in the use of computers, fire and building
codes, and fire alarm systems.

Much time was spent on fire code interpretations and building inspec-
tions with fire and building officials. Types of building inspections
completed included schools, churches, businesses, day-care facilities,
and upon request, a private dwelling. Requests for help were received on
subdivision planning as it relates to water supplies, fire department
access and pre-planning for fire emergencies.

s
There is still a lot of activity in removing old underground storage tanks
and the installation of new state-of-the-art underground storage tank
systems.

I have surveyed several cities for water and fire department capabilities
and testified at public hearings to help get funding for improvements to
these facilities.

One major challenge is to get fire authorities comfortable making fire
code interpretations and enforcement.

Objectives for 1996 are to retire and relearn the game of golf.

11
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Glenn Lauper, Coeur d'Alene
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Fire Statistics

Glenn Lauper, Coeur d'Alene
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Fires

Fire Deaths

Fire Injuries

Property
Damage

Incendiary
and
Suspicious
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1995 Idaho Fire Picture at a Glance

Fires attended by Idaho fire departments decreased by 3 percent to 5,841.
Fires in outside properties decreased by 6 percent to 3,032.

Fires in structures are down by 4 percent to 1,798.

Residential properties account for 73 percent or 1,321 of all structure fires.

Firefighter deaths increased by 2, the first since 1988.

Residential fire deaths, which accounted for 73 percent of all fire fatalities,
decreased 24 percent to 11.

Total fire deaths decreased by 12 percent from 1994.

Civilian injuries decreased 22 percent to 80.

Firefighter injuries decreased 28 percent to 36.

Residential properties were the site of 63 civilian and firefighter injuries,
while nonresidential properties saw 53.

Property losses decreased by 3 percent to $32,494,180.

Structure fire losses were $27,064,078 or 83 percent of all property damage.
Residential property losses were $11,368,620 or 42 percent of all structure
property loss.

Structure fires that were deliberately set, or are suspected of having been
set, are down 21 percent to 128.

Incendiary and suspicious fires accounted for 7 percent of all structure fires
and 35 percent of all structure property loss.

Incendiary and suspicious fires resulted in 2 civilian and 2 firefighter
injuries and $4,377,044 property damage, a decrease of 47 percent.
Incendiary and suspicious vehicle fires account for 5 percent of all vehicle
fires. This remains the same as 1994, with 46 vehicles involved.

14
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Statewide Fire Loss Estimates

Estimated dollar losses indicate the magnitude of the fire problem and can be used
to evaluate progress in fire protection. This information helps local communities,
states and the nation determine the amount that should be spent on fire protection.
Fire loss estimates take into consideration material damaged during extinguishment,
as well as material actually damaged by the fire. Estimates are calculated in terms
of replacement in like kind and quality.

The reported value of property lost to fire during 1995 in Idaho was $32,494,180, a
decrease of $1,047,079 (3 percent) from 1994.

The largest dollar loss fires were: Caldwell--agriculture storage building 2.5
million, Nampa--church building at 2.1 million, Pocatello--office building at 1.5
million, Firth--school building at 1.5 million and Meridian--school building at 1
million.

Millions

$34
$32

1991 19082 1993 1994 1995
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Idaho's Fire
Departments %
Respond Every:

27 minutes
to an incident...

@ 38 minutes to
anon-fire
emergency...

&

1.5 hours to
an actual fire...

2.9 hourstoan
outside fire...

3.5 hours to a false alarm...
4.9 hours to a structure fire...
8.6 hours to a vehicle fire...

15 hours to an incendiary or suspicious fire...

T T T E 3

66 hours to an injury or death due to fire...

Fire in Idaho 1995
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1995 State Incident Summary
19,495 Total Responses

Structure Fires ! 1,798

Vehicle Fires ! 1,011

Other Fires - 3,032

Total Fires

5,841

Rescue
Other Emergencies

Total Rescue/Other 11,138

False Alarms ] 2,516

Mutual Aid Given* *Mutual aid is given when a fire de-
partment responds to another fire

Strucuture Fires g 223 Ce .
department's jurisdiction to provide
Vehicle Fires l 37 assistance at an incident or to cover a
Outside Fires Bl 292 vacated station while the receiving fire
department is busy at an incident.
Thousands
7 i
6 ‘ M : P
e o, Fires g5
s Ve
4 ! 3 Y
Six-Year Trend Rescue/EMS/Other | C

e Faise Calls

o : i
1980 1991 1992 1993 1994 1985
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1,321 ResndentlaIFlres

homes, hotels, motels, etc.)

23 lnstltutlonal Fires

prison, mental institution)

42 Public Assembly Fires

libraries, restaurants, theaters)

(Single family dwellings, apartments, mobile

(nursing homes, day child-care, hospital,

(churches, amusement centers, stadiums,

Structure Fires

313 Industrial, Manufacturing,

Other Buildings Fires
(Basic industry, manufacturing, storage,
residential garages, vacantbuildings, unknown)

20 Educational Fires
(schools, colleges, universities and
academies)

79 Store/Office Fires
(food markets, department stores, specialty
shops, service stations, offices)

1,011 Mobile Property Fires
{Automobile, trucks, trains, buses,
boats, aircraft)

Other Fires

3,032 Outside and Other Fires
(Dumpsters, trash, wildland, grass, trees)

Casualties
Civilian Firefighter
Deaths Injuries Deaths Injuries
13 80 2 36

Fire in Idaho 1995

18



























































































