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A Message from
State Fire Marshal Don McCoy

I have the true honor of presenting the Fifteenth Annual Report of the Idaho State Fire Marshal’s
Office.

This year residential structure fires are 73% of all structure fires, the same as last year, however
the dollar loss for residential fires is up from 42% ($11,368,620) last year to 59% ($14,171,499)
this year for all structure property loss. The trend of higher dollar loss figures can probably be
contributed to the value and construction costs that continue to increase. Idaho had only 7 fire
deaths in 1996, all of which occurred in residential occupancies. This is down from 11 1n 1995.

It is rather interesting that the number of structure fire calls for 1996 decreased by 4% even
though the state of Idaho is experiencing tremendous population growth. I relate this to the fact
that the codes are being enforced in most areas of the state and the fire education activities that
are taking place.

The number of incendiary or suspicious fires also dropped this year by 2% and the dollar loss
from these fires dropped by 8%. This can only be contributed to the increased effort of fire
investigators statewide being better trained, doing better investigations, getting more convictions
and getting the word out that arson does not pay.

[ wish to thank my staff and all of Idaho’s fire departments for their continued support. Without
them none of this would be possible.
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Mission Statement

The State Fire Marshal’s Office
Participates in and coordinates
an integrated statewide system
designed to protect human life
from fire and explosions through
fire prevention and the investiga-
tion of fires. The program involves
fire prevention activities, arson
investigations, and the operation
of various statistical systems, in-
cluding the Idaho Fire Incident
Reporting System.

cooks our food and heats our homes. As
an enemy, it can destroy us, our loved ones and
everything we own.

F ire is a friend and an enemy. As a friend, it

This report describes the consequences of unfriendly,
uncontrolled fire. It can be used to target education-
al programs, improve building technologies, increase
code enforcement activities and identify product fail-
ure.

The office of the State Fire Marshal thanks those de-
partments which submitted their data for inclusion in
this report.

We and the citizens of Idaho thank the courageous
men and women who continue to provide fire and
Emergency Medical Services throughout the State.
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State Fire Marshal Advisory Board

Pat Bishop, Gooding FD
Gary Moore, Pocatello FD
Tom Tomberg, Lewiston FD
Tom Johnson, Ketchum FD

Don Donart, Kootenai County #1 FD

Dan McKenna, Wood River F & R
Dennis Johnson, Idaho Falls FD

Bruce Allcott, Caldwell FD
Doug Rosin, Nampa FD

Richard Davies, Poc

atelloFD

Lynn Borders, Post Falls FD

Bill Squires, Whitney FD

Bill Cowin, St. Maries City/Rural FD

The Advisory Board includes the Board of Directors and Officers ofthe Idaho
Fire Chiefs Association, and President of the Idaho Fire Marshal’s Association.
The board helps provide direction for the Idaho State Fire Marshal’s Office.

State Fire Marshal
Organizational Chart

Director
James M. Alcom

State Fire Marshal
Don McCoy

Senior Secretary

Lorraine Allen

DP Personal Computer
Coordinator
Ruby Andridge

rFIRE PREVENTION l

District I
Richard Greene

Chief Deputy Fire Marshal I

ARSON INVESTIGATION I

Chief Deputy Fire
District II

Marshal
Donald Dillard

Deputy Fire Marshal Deputy Fire Marshal Deputy Fire Marshal Deputy_ Fix_’e Marshal
District I District I1I District I District III
James Macklin Terry Edwards Glenn Lauper Don Bailey
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Administration

Lorraine M. Allen, Senior Secretary

Audio Visual Library

The State Fire Marshal’s Office audiovisual library is available to
local fire departments. The library contains slides, technical reports
| and videotapes. There are four categories: Fire Prevention, Investi-
| gation, General Information, and Fire Education. New catalogs have
been mailed to all fire departments. They are available upon request.
Thirty-two departments have requested 237 videos, slides and films.
Biggest users were Blackfoot, Boise, McCall, and Challis fire departments.

Fire Inspector Certification

Rule IDAPA 18.01.43, Fire Inspector Certification, went into effect, January 1, 1983, to
ensure that fire inspectors throughout the state meet the minimum standard. There were 533
certified fire inspectors in Idaho as of December 31, 1996.

Fire Protection Sprinkler License

Fire Protection Sprinkler Licenses went into effect January 1, 1987, promulgated by Rule
IDAPA 18.01.49. This regulation sets standards and ensures the competency of sprinkler
companies who work in the state of Idaho. There were 46 companies licensed in Idaho
during 1996. Licensing of Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitters became available through this
regulation and is not amandatory requirement. There were 35 licensed sprinkler fitters in
Idaho.

Herb Keen and Mel Fletcher did plan reviews and inspections. Herb retired on July 1,
1996. Before his retirement he reviewed 140 plans. Mel Fletcher started reviewing plans
after July 1. Atthe end 0f 1996, Mel had reviewed 215 plans. Mel inspected approximately
442 installation sites.

Property Insurance Loss Register (PILR)
Insurance companies are required to submit claims on fire losses over $1,000 within 7 days.

They reported 986 claims for fire losses during 1996. The total dollar loss reported was
$21,948,938. The number of claims decreased from 1995, but the dollar loss increased.

Fire In Idaho 1996



Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System

Ruby Andridge, Program Coordinator

The Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System (IFIRS) is a standardized
coding and reporting format that is part of the national network, National
Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). This system was designed to
capture the various activities of the fire service and build ameaningful fire
related database for use in analyzing fire problems at the local, state, and
_ national levels. IFIRS data is submitted semi-annually to the United
State Fire Administration for inclusionin the national database.

NFIRS is commonly used by the Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC)to 1dent1fy possible product defects. Some examples of areas that have been targeted
for special studies by the CPSC are products such as portable space heaters, wood stoves,
upholstered furniture and cigarette lighters. The data was instrumental in identifying the need
for regulations on child-proof cigarette lighters. The National Association of State Fire
Marshals used NFIRS data to support development of the Hotel-Motel Fire Safety Act. The
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration uses NFIRS to help identify fire problems in
motor vehicles which eventually leads to recalls. In addition, the data are used by universities,
fire protection equipment manufacturers, industry associations, and the fire research commu-

nity.

Participation in IFIRS is voluntary. In an effort to encourage fire departments to report, the
State Fire Marshal’s Office provides training, handbooks, forms, and upon availability,
surplus computers. Fire departments are encouraged to automate because it enables them to
analyze their own data. Participating fire departments complete reports each time they
respond to an incident. They submit data on aregular basis by electronic transmission through
the bulletin board (BBS) or e-mail, or by mailing diskettes or paper forms to the State Fire
Marshal’s Office. Fire departments, in return, receive quarterly reports of their submitted
data.

Over 55% of Idaho's fire departments report on a regular basis which covers 88% of the
state's population. In 1996 IFIRS welcomed these departments to the reporting system:
Bliss, Bovill, Dietrich, Fernwood, Idaho City, Jefferson Central, Leadore, St. Anthony and
South Fremont FPD, Schweitzer Basin, and Spirit Lake. Counties with 100% participation
in IFIRS were: Ada, Adams, Bear Lake, Butte, Cassia, Franklin, Gooding, Jerome, Madison,
Minidoka, Payette, and Teton. Congratulations!

IFIRS provides data analyses to fire departments or the public upon request. Numerous
requests arereceived seeking information on product failures, smoke detector installation and
operation, buildings where fires occur, and identifying causes such as child playing, suspi-
cious, and intentionally set fires.

Fire in Idaho 1996-




Fire and Arson Investigations

The Fire and Arson Investigations Section has the responsibility to investigate fires and
assist in the prosecution of arson claims at the request of local units of government. Upon
request, we assist in the determination of the origin and cause of the fire. We can also assist
in any follow-up investigationrequired and serve as expert witnesses in the adjudication of
arson cases.

Through Emergency Services Training, we provide Fire/Arson Detection classes upon
request. This section acts as coordinator/trainer for local jurisdictions in the formation of
Arson Task Force Teams.

Itis our goal to continue to support local law enforcement agencies and fire departments
in recognizing and investigating arson fires and to assist in the prosecution of those
responsible.

Arson and Fraud Activities

Arson Investigations

Accidental Fires/Undetermined 70

Other Investigations _4

Total Investigations 102

Business Meetings 292
Official Contacts 219
Public Presentations 3
Training Courses Given 8
Training Courses Taken 34
Telephone Assistance & Follow-up

Fire In Idaho 1996



DISTRICT I Glenn Lauper, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.

I extend a warm thank you to all of the men and women I have
worked with over the yearinRegionI. Because of all of your efforts,
not only the ten northern counties, but the entire state have experi-
enced fewer arson cases and adecline in fatal fire investigations. I
strongly believe this decline in fatal and arson fire categories was
| | achieved by your dedication and vigilant efforts in public fire educa-
tion. I hope that these statistics show a continued decline, but that
| will only happenifwe all continue to become more pro-active in our
approach to fire and arson prevention and control.

Over the last year Region I and the surrounding areas have experienced an alarming
increase inthe use of explosive devices and explosive incidents. It appears security planning
and explosive awareness for the public are going to be our next challenges if this trend
continues.

This office i1s currently soliciting and enlisting the support of local, state, and federal
agencies in developing plans and strategies in the control and prevention of arson and
explosiveincidents within the state.

With all of your help, support, and dedication to a common approach to prevention and
control of fire and arson, the number of incidents will continue to decline. Keep up the hard
work, and please call if we can be of any assistance.

DISTRICT II Don Dillard, Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, Boise, Idaho

Inlooking overmy investigation activities for year 1996, it appears
arson fires are up slightly over 1995. The value of the structures
involved, however, hasrisen drastically over 1995.

Anupsurge inrequests for assistance in origin and cause investiga-
tions is being received from smaller jurisdictions. This is encouraging
as they are utilizing our resources.

I'am also happy to report that we have had an increase in convictions
inRegion II. Prosecutors may be more aggressive in pursuing arson
cases or we may be putting together better cases.

There has been an increase in inquiries into arson task force teams from small jurisdictions.
Inthe past, they did not feel they had enough money or personnel to establish an operation.
The value and cost effectiveness of such a task force operation is being realized.

Asaresult of flood damage in affected areas and many homes not being insured for flood
damage, there may be an increase in both accidental and incendiary type fires. Possible

Fire in Idaho 1996



causes of future electrical problems could stem from corroded connections, contact points,
etc.

DISTRICT III Donrn Bailey, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Pocatello, Idaho.

Investigation, training, support, and promotion of the arson task force
concept to fire service and law enforcement agencies continued to be
keyissues for 1996.

Investigative activities involved assisting city, county, and federal
agencies with 21 investigationsin 12 Eastern Idaho counties for 1996.
There were 17 accidental and 4 suspicious investigations. The fire
investigations were on single-family dwellings (10), commercial (3),
agricultural (3), mobile-homes (2), multi-occupancy dwelling (1), and
multi-horse stable (1) involving the deaths of 14 horses. Investigations
resulted in the arrest and conviction of two suspects. The fire and arson van was utilized
on 3 fire scene investigations.

Training activities included two sessions of the basic 16 hour USFA Fire/Arson Detection
class, an Arson Profiling class, three Fire Critique classes, and one Motives class. Classes
were taught in Pocatello, Rupert, Arco, Rexburg, and Mackay, and were attended by
approximately 105 fire service, law enforcement, and insurance industry personnel.

Other activities included coordination and liaison with local and regional chapters of
International Association of Arson Investigators (JAAI).

Training received included 198 hours of advanced fire/arson investigation, Uniform Fire
Code education, the State Fire School, and Defensive Driver’s Training.

Objectives for 1997 include the new USFA Train-the-Trainer Program for Fire/Arson
Detection class, and the first Clandestine Lab Safety and Explosive class. I will continue
to assist local, county, state, and federal agencies with the investigation of suspicious fires,
to promote the arson task force concept, and to provide any additional fire/arson
investigation training as requested.

Fire In Idaho 1996



The Fire Prevention Section has the responsibility of providing a statewide program for fire
prevention. Duties include the inspection of buildings and the review of new construction
plans of state-owned buildings and schools upon request. The certification of fire inspectors
is accomplished by teaching the 24-hour Uniform Fire Code class and administering the
certification test. Basic Fire Prevention and Fire Inspection classes are taught. Assistance

Fire Prevention

1s given to local fire jurisdictions upon request.

The three Deputy Fire Marshals are available to assist the fire service in any way possible
and are proud of each fire department's efforts to continue to solve its fire safety and
protection problems. Their challenge is to educate the fire service and the public to the

benefits of the fire code and its uniform application.

Fire in Idaho 1996

Fire Prevention Activities

Fire Inspections

Cause & Origin Investigations 5

Fire Code Interpretations & Assistance 2,600
Business Meetings 312
Official Contacts 333

Public Presentations 12

Training Courses Given 8
Training Courses Taken 44
Underground Tank Inspection 19

PlansReview




DISTRICT I Jim Macklin, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Lewiston, Idaho.

During the past year I have been busy working on various projects
and attending meetings in an attempt to clarify the requirements of the
Uniform Fire Code. I have had thenecessary time to do these projects
because most jurisdictions do a good job of handling normal day-to-
day problems. The problems that I often encounter are varying and
continueto provide a challenge. It does seem that progress is slow but
rewarding.

Training included the Uniform Fire Code Institute and Western Fire
Chiefs seminars.

Training given was four Uniform Fire Code classes and a workshop for fire district
commissioners.

The main problem in this district is that counties arenot adopting building codes. This seems
to be a growing trend in District L.

The best results are gained by working with the local authorities. The deputies in District
I will work hard to be the best resource that we can be by responding and assisting upon
request.

DISTRICT II  Rich Greene, Chief Deputy, State Fire Marshal, Boise, Idaho.

During 1996 my time was spent in reviewing plans fornew construc-
tion, additions, remodeling, fire alarm systems, and spray booths for
compliance with the Uniform Fire Code and referenced standards.
Uponrequest, I conducted inspections of various occupancies, as-
sisted local authorities with water supply issues, interpreted various
provisions of the fire code, reviewed and inspected plans for schools
and fire alarm systems, and inspected and tested fire alarm systems.

Training given included three Uniform Fire Code classes. I participat-
ed in workshops with the Division of Building Safety in Coeur
d’Alene, Boise, and Pocatello. These workshops were for school
superintendents and architects presenting the requirements of the Uniform Fire Code as
they apply to new school construction.

Two of the more prominent issues facing the district are meeting the water supply
requirements for developing rural areas and meeting the code in the installation and testing

of fire alarm systems.

Once again, I would like to thank the fire service personnel for their hospitality. I look
forward to seeing you again this year.

Fire In Idaho 1996
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DISTRICT IIT  Terry Edwards, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Idaho Falls, Idaho

Hal Call’s goal for 1996 was to retire and play more golf. He
achieved that goal on June 28, 1996. As the new Deputy State Fire
Marshal for DistrictITI, I spent the remainder of the year familiarizing
myself with the district. I tried to contact as many ofthe fire chiefs as
possible and become familiar with the department’s operation and
policies.

In six months T have traveled over 11,000 miles, reviewed 13 building
plans, and conducted 28 inspections. Ireceived over 300 telephone
callsrequesting fire code interpretations and other assistance. I also
had the opportunity to attend several classes and seminars and received 73.5 hours of
training.

My goals for 1997 will include keeping close contact with the fire chiefs and their
departments in District Il and providing them with timely assistance when requested. I plan
to continue upgrading my skills and expertise by attending the U.S. Fire Academy and local
classes and seminars.

As our communities continue to grow in population, it will become necessary for more of
the fire departments to take an active role in fire prevention, code enforcement, and fire
education activities. The Fire Marshal’s Office will be prepared to assist and support the
fire chiefs with these activities.

I'have enjoyed my first few months in the Fire Marshal’s Office working with the fire chiefs
in District III, and I am looking forward to working with all of youin 1997.
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Fire Statistics

Firein Idaho 1996 summarizes the traglc effect hat fire has on the mzens of Idaho‘ T}ns
report represents more than just numbers. It reflects the pain and suffering exp erienced byj -
the victims of fire through loss of life, property. and jobs, and the loss to the communities. ;
The intention is to raise the awareness of the impact that ﬁre hasin order to determine how .
we can solve the fire problems. ' ‘

ission fro Eirehouse Magazine
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TOTAL IMPACT

1

Fires

Fire Deaths

Fire Injuries

Property
Damage

Incendiary
and
Suspicious

Fire in Idaho 1996

996 Idaho Fire Picture at a Glance

Fires attended by Idaho fire departments increased by 4% to 6,091.
Firesin outside properties increased by 10% to 3,360.

Fires in structures are down by 4% to 1,733.

Residential properties account for 73% or 1,259 of all structure fires.

There were no firefighter deaths in 1996.
Fire deaths were down to an all-time low of 7.
All seven deaths occurred inresidential properties.

Civilian injuries increased by 6% to 85.

Firefighter injuries increased 25%to 45.

Residential properties were the site of 79 civilian and firefighter injuries, while
nonresidential properties saw 51.

Property losses decreased by 14% to $27,792,890.

Structure fires caused $24,054,298 or 87% of all property damage.
Residential property losses were $14,171,499 or 59% of all structure prop-
erty loss.

Structure fires that were deliberately set or were suspected ofhaving been set
were down 2% to 125.

Incendiary and suspicious fires accounted for over 7% of all structure fires and
16 percent of all structure property loss.

Incendiary and suspicious fires resulted in 4 civilian and 4 firefighter injuries.
Property damage decreased by 8% to $4,024,339

Incendiary and suspicious vehicle fires accounted for 6% of all vehicle fires.
The number increased by 26% to 58. '

12



TOTAL IMPACT

Statewide Fire Loss Estimates

Estimated dollar losses indicate the magnitude of the fire problem and can be used to
evaluate progress in fire protection. Thisinformation helpslocal communities, states and
the nation determine the amount that should be spent on fire protection. Fire loss estimates
take into consideration material damaged during extinguishment, as well as material actually
damaged by the fire. Estimates are calculated in terms of replacement in like kind and

quality.

The reported value of property lost due to fire during 1996 in Idaho was $27,792,890, a
decrease 0f $4,701,290 (14%) from 1995.

The largest dollar loss fires were:

Nampa - agricultural product storage ($2,160,500)
Nampa - agricultural product storage ($1,000,000)
Boise - residence ($1,100,000)

Weiser - agricultural product storage ($1,000,000)
Worley - agricultural product storage ($583,000)
Garden Valley -residence ($550,000)

Millions

$34

T T T T T
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Fire In Idaho 1996
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TOTAL IMPACT

One in every five people will have a fire in their lifetime.

Stop the Cil‘o.clsz,-,-.,E’thect you rself and
_your loved ones:

- .Install smoke detectors on every level of your
- 2 home...

 Planand practice what you would do if fire
strikes. Plan two ways out.of every room in
your house...

. Put alid on-cooking fires and turn off the stove...

Idaho's Fire
Departments
Respond Every:

"ﬁiLeam to prevent fires. Contact your local fire
‘department... B

23 minutes
to an incident...

33 minutes to
anon-fire
emergency...

1.3 hours to
an actual fire...

2.3 hours to an
outside fire...

3 hours to a false alarm...

4 .5 hours to a structure fire...

18 hours to an incendiary or suspicious fire...

¥
¥
“ 8.5 hours to a vehicle fire...
¥
¥

|

]

|
64 hours to an injury or death due to fire... J

Fire in Idaho 1996
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TOTAL IMPACT

1996 State Incident Summary
21,278 Total Responses

Structure Fires
Vehicle Fires
Other Fires

Total Fires

1,733

B oo
L

6,091

Rescue
Other Emergencies

Total Rescue/Other 12,352

False Alarms 2,835

Mutual aid is given when a fire department
responds to another fire department's
jurisdiction to provide assistance at an
incident or to cover a vacated station
whilethe receiving fire departmentis busy
atanincident.

Mutual Aid Given

219

Strucuture Fires
Vehicle Fires | 37

OQutside Fires l 434

Thousands
4 +

Six-Year Trend =

Fifty-eight percent of all responses were
comprised of callsinvolving Rescue, EMS,

and "Other Emergencies.” Other Emergen- = - E%:ﬁfesw’m“mwmﬂ“ﬁ”
ciesinclude hazardous conditions; downed RescwéaMS/ome; ; ;
power lines; service calls, such as pumping i e

out flooded basements; and good intent calls,

such as a report of smoke in the area. o1 1002 1093 1004 1005 1996

EMS calls show a significant increase from 1995. With more fire departments being
computerized, many include medical runs in the data sent to this office. Our goalis
to obtain data of all incidents to better reflect the activities of fire departments today.

Fire In Idaho 1996



TOTAL IMPACT

Structure Fires

1,259 Residential Fires
(Single family dwellings, apartments, mobile
homes, hotels, motels, etc.)

17 Institutional Fires
(nursing homes, day child-care, hospital,
prison, mental institution)

(churches, amusement centers, stadiums,
libraries, restaurants, theaters)

305 Industrial, Manufacturing,

Other Buildings Fires

(Basic industry, manufacturing, storage,
residential garages, vacantbuildings, unknown)

19 Educational Fires

(schools, colleges, universities and
academies)

anc

83 Storefﬁce ire

(food markets, department stores, specialty
shops, service stations, offices)

998 Mobile Property Fires
(Automobiles, trucks, trains, buses,
boats, aircraft)

Other Fires %
T‘)?‘h :

3,360 Outside and Other Fires

(Dumpsters, trash, wildland, grass, trees)

Casualties
Civilian Firefighter
Deaths Injuries Deaths Injuries
7 85 0 45

Fire in Idaho 1996
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TOTAL IMPACT

Incendiary and Suspicious Fires

5-YearTrend

Fires
400 -
X Incendiary Suspicious
350
300 1992 200 342
250
: . 1993 134 258
200 X X :
: I i i 1994 306 345
150 k '
100 . . ' 1995 244 331
50 1 ; 1996 179 320
0 X X
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
‘ incendiary @BSuspicious - l
Injuries and Deaths
20 1 1 1
18 ' X X Incendiary Suspicious
16 ' : ,
1992 5 13
1993 3 <]
1994 6 8
1995 1 3
: - \r 1996 8 1
0
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
l ~Incendiary ®BSuspicious I
_ Dollar Loss
Millions
7 . :
Incendiary Suspicious
6
5 1992 $485,375 $1,839,526
4 1993 $182,891 $1.278.526
8 1994 $2.873.408 $6.498.563
2 f
' ! 1985 $1,370,607 $2,898,717
1 : . X
! ! . 1996 $1,084,645 $2,939,694
0 ) . .
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
l Incendiary ®BSuspicious |

Fire In Idaho 1996

17



TOTAL IMPACT

$7.123,679
n o
Alarm Time vs. Fire
Loss
$5,148,205
$4,753,601
$4,345,770
$2,832,827 I $3,027.008
2 2 5 s = =
< < § o a z
pi! 2 < b @ )
5 2 2 § b= 2
5 3 B 2 o =
E =]

Unclassified $2.700

Institutional -] $23,880

Structure Loss
(By Property Type)

Manufacturing —§ $159.531

Industrial/Agriculture —1| $205,002

Special structures include 4 incidents on unoccu-
pied construction property with aloss of over $2

million.
Store/Office $854,345

Public Assembly _l $1.178.000 Storage includes 9 agricultural product storage

structure fires with alossofover $2.5 million.
Special/Outdoor/Road - $2,703,231

Storage - $4,421,330

Total Loss - $24,054,298

Educational $334,780

Fire in Idaho 1996 18



TOTAL IMPACT

All Fire Calls by Month

1200

1000

|

800

600

400

200 -

January

February

11995 E@1996

Fire In Idaho 1996

Summer months were the
most active with 43% of in-
cidents and 37% of injuries
in June, July and August.

September
November 8
December -

Total Fire Incidents
1995 - 5,841
1996 - 6,091
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TOTAL IMPACT

Outside Fire Calls and Losses

Outside and Other Fires

3,360

Number of Fire Calls
by Property Type

Education/Institutional 1 34
Public Assembly 1 36
Store/Office Property 54
Unclassified 60
Railroad Property 91
Storage Property 108
Other Special Property 153
Industry/Manufacture Property
Road Property
Residential Property

Outdoor Property

The number of calls to outside fires increased by
10% from 1995. Fires that are not structure or
vehicle fall into this category. Outdoor properties, a
classification of this category, includes open lands,
fields, vacant lots, landfills, wildland, railroad, road-
ways, waterways and construction sites and saw the
largest number of fires at 64%. Grass, trees, and
brush were the materials mostignited. The cause in
38% of the incidents was open fire that got out of
control. Careless use of fireworks and discarded
cigarettes caused over 7% ofthe fires. There were
27 injuries from these fires, an increase of 26%.
Determining the cause of outdoor fires isnot always
easy. The causes of 33% were reported as unknown.

Dollar Loss

Education/Institutional | $2 230
Public Assembly | $2,325
Unclassified 1 $6,200
Store/Office | $12,355
Other Special Property 1 $35,590

Road Property 1| $80,825

Storage Property I $188,911
Residential I $222,375

Outdoor I $271,330

Industry/Manufacture — $420,022

Total - $1,242,163

1,595

Fire Calls - 3,360

Fire in Idaho 1996
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TOTAL IMPACT

Motor Vehicle Fires

Mobile Property Fires Mobile Property includes automobiles, trucks,

998 rail, freight, water, air transport, heavy equipment
and other special vehicles. The automobile still
accounts for the majority of vehicle fires (70%).
Overhalfofthe incidents were due to mechanical

failure
Top Six

Automobiles 69.33% Mobile Property fires for 1996 are down 2% from
Trucks under 1 ton 9.21% 1995 but total dollar loss estimates are up 2% to
Trucks over 1 ton 4.00% $2,496,429.

Undetermined 4.00%

Tractor Harvester 2.30% Idaho fire departments respond to more vehicle
Semi-trailer truck 1.80% fires in the summer than any other time. Vehicle

fires caused 15 injuries during 1996.

Hazardous Materials Profile

There were 30 incidents during 1996 that required a Hazmat Incident

Supplement Report. This report isrequired when anincidentis determined

to be a threat to life, health, property, or the environment ifleft unattended,
Total Number and specialized hazmat resources were, or should have been, dispatched.
30 Hazardous materials calls in the home were down 6% from 1995. The
number of incidents on the state’s roadways remained consistent while
storage areas showed an increase with 18%. Motor vehicles are still
involved in over 50% ofthe incidents with collision or overturn being the
cause 20% ofthe time.

Fire departments handle the primary responsibility for the disposition of
20% of the hazmat calls and are present throughout the disposition of
another 20%. The incident is turned over to other governmental agencies
40% of'the time.

Identification of the product spilled was provided by the firefighter in 50%
ofthe incidents while the hazmat team made identification 16% ofthe time.
This may be due to the fire department being the first to arrive on scene.

The ground was contaminated in 34% ofthe incidents while there was no
evidence of environmental contamination 30% of the time.

Leading materials involved were flammable liquids at 67%.
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TOTAL IMPACT

Smoke Detector Performance

Smoke Detector Performance shows the existence and location of fire detection equipment
relative to the area of fire origin and whether the detection equipment worked. The purpose
isto provide information on the usage, reliability, and effectiveness of automatic detection
equipment. This information is important to the understanding of fire control and life safety
with and without detection equipment. This item is not designed to evaluate any alarm
transmission capability of the system, but only the detection of the fire.

All seven people who died from fire during 1996 were in their homes. Ofthose who had
detectors that operated, two died. They were children under three years old. Three died who
had no detector present and

one died in aroom where the

detector did not operate. Al-

though the current NFIRS Det Did Not Oper Fire Too Small
system does not collect infor-
mation about why detectors
do not operate, firefighters
know that many people dis-
connect the power source. A
detector that is improperly
placed may sound too fre-
quently. Some people remove Undetermined
the batteries for other pur-
poses.

Residential

Detectors Did Not Operate

Detectors Operated

No Detector Present 462

Det Did Not Oper Fire Too Small
Institutional
Detectors Did Not Operate

Detectors Operated 10

Undetermined

No Detector Present
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