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Part I

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

A{ter two years in operation the of{ice o+ State Fire
Marshal is finally beginni,ng to ha'/e a po=it j. ve i.mpact on
the {ire service in ldaho. Some o{ the prtrmiEes I made todeliver training and technical assistance to the fire
departments are being f r-rlf illed with the advent of the newcleputy fire marghals that were hired October tE, 1984. Three
dc"purties ar€r now ready to serve and one each is stationerJ inLewistonrEoise, and Pocatel lo. They each have 7lj-go firedepartments to assist and serve. Their duties are to educate
.end then assist the fire departments within their respectivedistricts with the enfoFcement o+ the uniform fire code. the
ur:: el of good fire prevention practicee, the clEltermination offire causes, and a method of recording and reporting firestraeed on national standards. For-tr courses t.rere pur-clrased tofulfill these goals and three wee[..:g o+ intensive trainingwas carried out with thE dEputies to train them to teach-tlrc--se courses. The depLrties have f oLrnd themselveri ,r"ry t.,=yi.ndeed as they have f or-rnd a big demand for their s"rrric"=-'It will probably take three to four years be{ore thesecourses can be deli.zered throuqhout the state in theirentirety. but I am slrre that *i ."n e)ipect Eome measur.rblere€Ltl ts i n the i nter i. rn.

tlhat has been most p I easi ng to rne i s th.: enurusi. asrn shor.rnb!' the f i.re departmEnts . both paid .rnd volunteer alille, instarting their own {ire prevention programE. fhere is noqueetion that the fire services are eniering "i nebr era andthat fire prevention is and ulill becorne as important as theeuppreesion services aB we have discovered th-1t one uJithoLrtthe other will not do the job-

IIAF:F:AT I VE:

6OALS AFID OBJECTI VES:

In pre.zior-rs reports I stated that there r^lere +our m.rin goalsthat I thought trould be -lchieved r,, i. Lh the re:;i:rLu.-ces at hand.Tl'te regoLlrces I am referring to iE thn arnolu_r t of monev.lI Lotted r.rithin the arson.fire . and f rar-rd 
"..",_,rrf 

-rrii.n i=olrr sol e soLtrce of sr-rpport. The goal s as previ ol-tsl v stateijare (1) reglrlatory functions; (!i arson i.nvc.stis"ti"""i -iil
Fire data collection and analysisi (4) "and p.it ii.-ir."' '-'
s3a fety educat j, on.-l'l-'(-. f ol I owi ng i E an Llpdate o{ each goal ancl l.lh;it we hope to;lch i eve in the future.

:T I{ I FIE} ANINI.JAI- FIEPO'='T
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I. FEGULATORY FUNCT I ONS

lhe 1982 edition of the lJniform Fi,re C6de has been adopted
as our States ,ninimum fire sa{ety standard. The al(thority to
enforce this standard has been d€rlegated to every +ire chj.ef
o+ every city and {ire district in Idaho. In other word€ a
shared responsibility of the local +ire chief and the state
fire ,narshal . Obviourly with only three deputies the o+fice
of the state fire marshal is very Iimited as to actual
enforcement of the fire code. The enf orcernent has to be done
by local authorities, which I believe is mlrch better than
could ever be accomplished by the state. I say this because
Local people know their problems much better than any
olrtEi,der and local fire fighters should ha./e an opportunity
to learn what is in buildings duri,ng the course of a fire
i.nspection. In this t,{ay +ire prevention is .lccornplished .rs
well as pre-planning in case of a +ire.

Our support in this e+fort will be to train and assist
the fire departments. We have two courses read.l at no cost
titled "Uniform Fire trode,, and ,,Conducting Barsic Fire
Frevention Inspections,,. These cot.(rEes are avai leibLe now andI urge every fire chie+ to contact urs to schedule a claqs.

!. ARSON I NVEST I GAT I ONS

A new objectj.ve has been identi+ied in this categoryt thatbeing the establishment of local arson tasli forces. It has
become gr-tite clear that if we are qoing to have an impact onarson that it will only come with a multi-jr-rrisdictional
ef+ort. That being local fire departments, police, sheriff.
and prosecutors joining together in a rnutual e+fort on alarr;er scale than their ourn particurlar jurisdictions. lrJe arecrrrrently workinB u,rith one county on a tagll {orce andsnother three county area to gi. ve lrs experience in
de../elopment. Once this is accomplished then we shourld beready to assi st any area get organieed.

Our assistance will consist of help to get organized,training for the force, and compiling reports frim the f .rsl<forces for future us;e as an inve,stigati ve tool . The deputystate fire marshal in charge of arson/fraud has beenassigned the job of argon task force development.

3. FIFE DATA, CtrLLECTIgTl, AND AIIALYSIS

As stated in my previous report thl.s goal h"1s been achieved.liowever there are sti I I many bLrgs to urork olrt to mehe the
=ystem ,nore accesBible to the reporting clepartments in orderfcr thern to mal{e decisions basecl trpon iheir own fireproblems. We are now in the process o{ writi.ng our own dataentry program with an analytical format that ure lvirr offerto fire. departments ,.free of charqe. so tha.L they can reportto us via a cornputer floppy disk and also use to analyzetheir own +ire data. This. of course HoLlId require tnit the
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+ire department purchase their own personal computer. I anr
hoping to have this system ready for dernonstration soon. [.rle

-ere also loor<inB ahead to ioplement" phase four". which iE,
the new reporting {ormat +or the federal government. The
only impact this wiLl have on fire departments is a change
of reporting {orm. These forms will be supplied from my
office. There are a few changesr bl.rt nothinB drastic.

4. PUBLIC EDUCAT I ON

I am still sorry to report that nothing has Ueen
accompl ished in thiE category. A br-rdqet was submitted to the
director of insllrance and was approved by him but was
subsequently disapproved by the legislative appropriations
cornmittee. I will resubrnit for this program ne:{t year and
this time I hope we will be successful . Part of the problem
in dealing Hith the legislatutre was really not having enough
time urith them to e)iplar,n! in depth, what can be done urith a
progrcam of this kind. OLrr fire data proves that most {ires
are caused by people doinr; careless things. It has been my
e).perience that these people simply have never been exposed
to good fire safety practices. I think it is the job of the
fire service to teach them since we are the eltperts. l-his
would be a role that the the state could really serve urellas most +ire departrnents cannot a+ford to carry on a
comprehensive fire education prograrn. I beli.eve.given the
clrance. that we can muster the resources to rtart edr-rcatingpeople within our school Bystems and right on throuqh Lifeto I j. ve saf el y wi th f i re and other ha: ardous sr:bst.ences
t.ri thi n oLtr ever trhangi ng envi ronment. !,le have the messageand the experj,ence. t{hat we lack is the delivery systeml
There j,s no question in my mind that these f or-rr goals can beaccomplished e{ith the resources that we have at hand. Theseresources, for those of you that don't ltnour. are provicred
thror-rgh an assessment from insurrance companies l icensed todo bursiness in Idaho. The assesgment is deposited in theAr-son, Fire, and Fraud account and dedicated for our use.There is however, a cap on the amount, and if more servicesthan I have described are desired then more resourcps wouldhave to be found. I believe that the aforementitrned goals.whenever ent j.rely implernented, will provide * .."=onibl*degree of +ire safety for Idaho for the near "f LrtLrrL.. No ,noreth-en this will be done urnless there is a pr-rhlic cl.lrnor- forrnore services or fire prevention practices "1re consideredmore worthwhi le by the pr_rblic at 1arge.
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DISTRICT #i ANNUAL REPORT

By James Macklin, Deputy State Fire Marshal

Since January, four classes have been completed on fire prevention inspections for
a total of 127 students completing the course. One class on the Uniform Fire Code
began on l',la rch 13 at the Potlatch Corporation facilit'ies with a total of 28
students. An Arson Course f6r patrol officers was held April 12 at the Lewiston
Pol ice Department.

There have been quite a number of requests for code interpretations and requests for
he'lp with problems not covered by codes or NFPA. The balance of requests have been
for information to which vre have access through
also helped form fire districts with apparatus
supplies. Tr,ro school districts have requested
to which I responded. The North Idaho Fire Chi
with the developncnt of a training program thro
24, and 25.

insurance companies. I have
ifications and. required water
ections of three school facilities
Association has requested hel p

North Idaho College on May 23,

the peop I e
and tine, I
beneficiai.
havi ng deput i es

the
spec
i nsp
efs
u9h

I feel that it is going to take tinn to gain jnterest from some of
in this district as they don't know me yet; howevei', with patience
think rle wi] I be able to come to an understanding that is mutualIy
Law enforcement people and fire people have told me they feel that
in the field is a big step toward improvement.

I am beginning to develop cormunications with insurance adjusters and fire investi-
gators in District #1 and this should help us track the fire problem in the future.
The major problem encountered is the uninformed and the untrained. Time, informa-
tion and plenty of work will take care of these problems. I feei this also
covers the general condition of the fire service.

our ro1e, as I see it, is pretty much what we have done up to this point,
mainly an information source, and I realize that it is necessary that i become
rno re jnvolved in fire investigations.

Goals and objectives are to get a handle on the arson problem up here by uorking
with jnvestigators and fire organizations in an attempt to solve some cases and
to convince the prosecutors to try the cases jn court.
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DISTRICT it2 ANNUAL REPORT

By John Boros, Oeputy State Fire Marshal

As per your request the following is-qy annua'l report. The past six months have been very
rewarding, interesting, and ro_st cha'llenging-for me. As of April 12, l9B5 I have taughi 

-

five classes, four on the Uniform Fire Code for Canyon County Fire Departments, Twin Falls
County Fire Departments, AAa-EofiIv Tlie Oe-partmenti, and thi Snaie niver VJiiev Fii:e Oepirt
rnents. I have also taught one Basic Fire and Arson Detection Course to the Twin- falis Fi're
Department.

Number of Students Completing the courses:

I have responded to several requests for assistance, calls from civic organizations, firedepartments, and law enforcement agencies, which are as follows:

Uniform Fire Code Course
Basic Fire A Arson Detection Course
Number of Fire Inspectors Certified

Uniform Fire Code Inspections
re rson

gs with Mayors & Fire Commissioners
gs with Fire Chiefs.
Education/Fire Safety Presentations

4

I2
9
7
4
6

&

n

n

nvestigations.
Meeti
Meeti
Publ i

I have made contact
everyone to be very
Hy visjts al so revea
Un i form Fire Code an
nnre gu i da nce in the
In most cases, due t
become invo I ved in a

and visited with 44 fire departments within my district, and have foundreceptive and very.appreciative of our assistince in ari oi-orr'ie;;;;;r.
].!-!ll!-!h:-r9i9ljtf of the departments need nnie trainins on t[e "---'0 rraining in d.ing actuai fierd inspections. I arso founi inev'neeaarea of setting up and outlining thbir fiie'prevention p"ogriri, .i..o..ll._]?g!_gf funding, the majoiity of ilre-alpirtments are not abte torrre prevention program at this time.

Another major problem I have encountered with a few_of-my assigned departments is that thevare.chal lenging whether they-have to follow-the state fire code, etc. I also find adefinite need for better puLr'ic education p"dg"urs. ai tocit 
-i.riri,-ira 

lome departmentsneed to work on having better conmunicatioh wiifi inei..i.it.i'.iii.ifir] ....
In my opinion I feel strongiy that our future role should be to continue toeducate the departments ani 6ther asenciei-ii ,. t,ur.-u..r-loing'i;"ii,.=rur.would highly recommend that we conti;u;'io rur.'.r."v effort to someday iddtion person ro our stafr to assist roiir i"eii-ri ;""r.i;;;;; iruiii'.ii.lti"

assist and
. Also, l
a publ ic educa-
n programs, et c.

I have found the general conditions of the fire service in. District #2 to range from good'in several areas to poor in other areas. 
-(i 

ir;p; to have better infoimation in this areain my next report. )

My goals and objectives for 1985-86 would be to continue to make visits to the departmentsanc to provide assistance in fire prevention,-inipections, training, and fire and arsoni nves t i gat ions, etc.

6
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DISTRICT #3 ANNUAL REPORT

By Hall CalI, Deputy State Fire Marshal

The last few months have been most interesting and challenging. To date, I have
completed seven courses of instruction: Six have been Uniform Fire Code for
Pocatello Valley F'i re Protective District' Preston City, Soda Springs, Montpelier
City, Bear Lake County, Arimo, McCarron, Downey, Arco, Mackay, and Custer County.
one Arson Course has been completed for the City of Preston. The total number
of students who completed the courses is 69.

Requested assistance has been given to the following police and/or fire agencies
(most assistance given has been for fire cause determination):

Pocatel)o, Arco, Butte County, Shelley, St. Anthony, Preston,
Anerican FalIs, Aberdeen, and Fort HalL

I have made five inspections and have issued one permit for explosives and blasting
in Power County.

After visiting with the departments in this part of the state, it is my feeling
that most departments need much more exposure to the rrorkings of the Uniform Fine
Code. This is probably our number one problem. Also, publ ic education is soreiy
needed as rpst departments just don't have the funding to carry this out. Also,
better comnunication is needed between the various agencies, city councils, and
county conrni ss ioners.

I have talkes with mayors, city commissioners, county commissioners, and a number
of sheriffs. They are enthusiastic about what we are doing. They are apprecia-
tive of our input and assistance in the areas of training and arson investigation.

The main problem I have encountered appears to be a basic lack of comnitment on
the part of some fire departments and cities to both understand the fire code, as
well as to enforce it.
It vould seem to ,rE that our future roie would be to continue to be a resource
office for the various agencies that need our assistance. We should continue to
provide classes as needed or requested. lle could also provide some fire
inspection/code enforcement in areas where no expertise presently exists,

My observations of the general condition of the fire service in this district
range from exceilent in sorne areas to almost nonexistent in others and with
varying degrees in between.

My goals and objectives for thi
educational materials that we a
the departments that wilI use i
and property in their communiti

s coming year wili be
re present ing, and to
t in a positive way t
es.

to continue to refund the
get this information into

o impact the loss of life
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Training Classes

Fire I nspections

Arson/Fire Investi gat ions

Business Meet i ngs

Publ ic Relations Appearances

School s - Seminars Attended

F-i re Code I nterpretations
Letters l{ritten
Long Distance Calls
Fire Losses Reported From Insurance

2

18

26

t32
3l

5

324

5, 163

861

$26, 117 ,493

RECAP OF INVESTIGATION REPORTS FOR 1 984

DEPUTY STATE FIRE MARSHAL .- ARSON /FRAUO INVESTiGATOR

Total Cases Rece i ved

Arson/Fi re
Fraud

Cases Cl eared

Cases Pending as of 12-31-84

Recoveri es

47

25
32

46

25

$ 134,672

d

RECAP OF ACTIVITY REPORTS FOR 1984

STATE FIRE MRSHAL



Fart I I

STATE FIFE I'1AftSHAL
AI_YS I ES

JANUARY 1r 19e4 DECEI'IBEF f,1. 1984

Tl"le f i re reportE yEu are abourt to see are the acclrmul ati on
o+ fire stati=tics Bathered +rom inany Fire Departments
etcro=s the State. The reporting Fire Departments are located
i n e./Ery geograpl'li cal area of the State so the ciata shcwn
will trt-rly represent the whole StatE, There .rre cLlrrently 75
Fi re Departm'ents reporti ng that rnal,:e-up aboL(t 6Cr -7C)7. o{ the
States population. 5o .rgain we feel th.rt the {it-e data ig
truL y representati ve oi ourr- f i. re probl ern--.

The citi:ens of the State o+ Idaho ouJe the reporting Fire
Departm€ents a debt of grstitr-rde for taliing of their tirne to
learn the reporting system and to fill orrt the reporting
torms. This is no easy tasll . The firefiqhterg. hc-cause of
their -=Ense of dlrty. not only to Idaho bl-rt the nertion a:
urel 1 . have tallen on thi s taslr as a nec€nssary par-t of thei rjobs. I say the nation becausre we report their d;rta to the
i'iational Fire Incident Flc-portir-rg Sy--tern (t'lFIFtS) in
WaehinrSton D.C. I per=onal ly uJant to thank then on behalf of
ir'y office as we11.

G.ethering and studying +ire data ir= the onl'z w;f,y we are
goi.ng to mal.le any head-way in ourr f j.Bht against fire. OLlr
deadly {pn(:my can only be conqL(ered from a position of
intelligence. Or-rr Idaho Fj.re Incident Reportinq Systern(lFIRS) i:; the intelligence arm in this fight.
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trurr- reportinB Fire Departments resPonded to g.!1? incidentE
in 1984. These incidents Encompassed a myri.ad o+ Problerns
from building and vehicle fires to ha:ardouts epills and many
other things. Fire Callr ammounted to 4.543 ot the total.
while the rest were so many and varied that it is impossiblE
to classify them. It is apparent that the Fire DeFartments
are the first line 6+ de+ense in their commlrnitieg because
of the variety of calls they respond to.

Thc, first cateBory will be an analVsis of the 4.54f, reported
f i res. Then we trli I I bre.1k thi s down to =-trlrcture f i res.
mobile property-veh i c 1e {ires, and ol-ltside fires. Our
analysi=. as you will see, i= FrovicJed in graphics form for
an easy to read method. You will be able to re.adi ).y see th.rt
u,e do have a fire problem in Idaho and urhat those problem=
ar e.

AI( 4544 e5Calls)

Ilescrl.e (}n !, rr 3

ga.l v a.gr€ x5

[I rr, ]<r'l o o,rn :I-r]

Err T],l. e
Flc t r ort
Taken

of, OtheF

Fle 
'.o 

rr e Fl a.z a.y.d a1

S tandl:':r a6s

.r- []..l_ 3

E>< t i ogrui. shraen t

I Fir.Fir(.e

3r.J_6

.tr-{tBEt z@Bg s[ttlGl
Nr.rrihs r. sf C:rl ls

2

a 4e}€lQt

ALL FIRES

I rr.res t i qra. t i. onOnlu



l{o Dolla.I.

LElGlB€lGl€ or.

L(}ss

lrlo r.e

Llnknourrrs
AI I Fires

55 -1

'9 {Zl{i

scl{3 ttsE}Ct 1581el eElE}{, ests€!
t{LrFr):rs F of Cal 1s

DoItra.FLossCls.ssifica.t i on

25tlBq}O-999999 rL5

Sda{lge!-249999 53

e5oaiGr-49999

J- [}A@E -24?89

J_EIAEl-9999

L EiO- 9 9I Do L tr :rr.s

-l--99 Dol I a.rns

fit

ANALYSIS: This graph shows clearly that the fire =ervice-: do
Eave money ag most +ires are in the no los;s collrmn and most
of the other +ires fall within the Iourer dalI"lr .f igures. Itri: also plain that only a f ekr fires have bel€n responsible
for the Iarge total fire tos.- f i.gLlre.

Total Fire Loss $:ag!:E3. ?39

-
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4542 Al I Fi Fes
To t a.l Fi I.e Ca.l 1s

t-5'/,

L5't

i tA',/

,-4't

:4 0f F'i r.e ca.l tr s
trle r. Dag

ANALYSIS: traIIs per day did not vary more than one percent.
fhis only means that the Fire Departments can.t let therr
vrgilance lapse on any qiven day. This --tatistic has nBt
varied hardly at all in three years.

I S r-rnda.g

B !{ondan

EI f u*rs<ta,gr

[I l.lerlnesclrr
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ltr] tr'r. i <{ag
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Eg Flon th

De c e r+be:r.

Hover.rbe.x.

Oc tobex.
Septexber

e Lrgrr-rs t
Jul rt

Jlrn s
lria!,

Arrpi I
Irla.Fc h

E'e bx.tra,r.rr

Ja.n rr:rr.gr

'+ €! ft

3.:i. GI

3 r_ I_

396
'l- 7t rl

41A
4@6

Cal ls
C;rtr tr s )

s|BG} 6&!@

Al l $'i r.e s

a .x_Ela ega SElqt
rr. ofFi rsr

h{ t.t r.,t lt-r e(,454A

ANALYSIS: The sumrnerunonths stiIl. are the br-rgiegt time for
oLrr Fire Departments. This will probabty aluJa./s be the caseaE these months are the snes whG:n we have a lot of open
bLrrninq to clran up weeds and brLrsh. Also thrs iE the timeof lrear that ureeds and brLrsh are vert,/ dry. Floyrever i t i sinteresting to note that January and Decemher s;tand oLrt inthe winter rnonths. It is understandable whc.n yolr congiderthat this time iE when heating sv,stems are being ta>red tothej.r limits. The graph still cJC]e!r not indicate LhHt there
1's a season that is much elower thc-rn any r:.L.her. Tl-ri,: onlypr-ove= that there is a perpetLr.ll firE seaEon fc:r ifLtr +ire
Eer'/ i ces.
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Time of
A I a.x.m

eGl$ii--e4{dl6

:!-6ClL-e6tIAt

-I_ 2 erl. - -1(3 {aE

EIA€!1-l2EtrGt

@iltsi- - AIA E!€)

@G}la@-&t4Et(lt

fr I I lll'i rrg s

,_495

1-183

34?

acla 4{}El 6 Elfi! amE} I-[!t{iEll.?AAt14{}EI
NLrt'rbe r. r: f C;+ I I s

a

A|IALYSIS: The hours of mBSt frequency h.r.re not varied
apprL-triabl.y f rom last year. I doLrbt that th:Ls r,.r i 11 changte
murch from year to year. As you can see rnost of the activity
is +rom 1I noon to midnight. As we trnour people cause most
'f i re-* and thi s ti me f rame i g urlren peopl e are mc]st acti ve.
HowE./er i t has been my experi, G:nc€ tlr;rt the l arqer { i res are
in the Iater time slots as they gc undc.tectecj {or a longe-r
tirne aE trel still rely 6n pe(fple to report f ires. A tlrorclL{qh
analysis of time ver!3us larBe fire5 uroLild prtrvide a qo.ld
.rrgurnent +or detection systerns tied directl,,, i:o the Fire
Department. The reporting Fire DeFArtrnents ha.ze this data
via the Idaho fire reporting siystem,

6



S t r.trc ttrn'e Fi x.ss<22,43 Fi r.es )
Uncla.ssified

$Pecial

S tora.gre
ila.n rrit a.c t rrF i rr gr

BasicI ndus tni al
Stor.e/Officr

Residential

I ns t i t{-rt i onal

Edrrcat i or!a.l
Pu}rI iAsse';rtrl c

I 6t

3t
39

J.3 A

trri ><edPro1rer.t11

44

??

&t 2 El4ts6gS eJ-GliL e r-!- rli- 6 u.8 &t{iil
l{l.lllrtr'eF of Cittr Is

AI..IALYSIS: As laEt year the residential property pratrticallystands alone as the Ieader in number of fire catIs. Thereare two reasons {or this. One. there are mclre of theEe
Froperties then any other and tr,ro, they are nevE:r inspectedfor +ire ha=ardr aE are other property types. Ue do t;nohrthat the massive move to woodblrrning sto./e-_ has al Eo adcJECjsigni,f ic.lntly to this nnmber, ThiE ;tatistic tet Is urg that
r,re mugt try harder as f i. re of { i ci al s to con./i nce peopl e towork to prevent fires in their homes. Since wE cannot. andprobably should not, mandatoral ly inEpect the-=e prope.ti*=.
we must try to change this throLrgh a pr-rbl ic edLrcationprocess. l.leep in rnind also that mogt fire deaths occr-tr inthis property as wel1.
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ANALYSIS! This Braph more clearly ehours the lo€rses per
property type. It nay be easier to Lrnder-stand this data if
the property types are describecl,
l. F:esidential: UJhere sleeping accornmodation5 are provided
4or normal 1i'ring purposes.
!. Edr-rcational: Schools. ColleBes! etc.
I. Storage: Br-ri ldings. StructLlres +or the Etorage or
sheltering c:f goods. eqr-ripment. iei r,.rarehoL(se=, b.rrns. etc.,1. l.l"rnurf acturing; Pr-operties where s,LrbstanceE €rre
transformed into new prodL(cts. iei lactor-i.erg etc.
=. Assembly; Places where the purblic aEsefiible!3 +or
amusernent. recreation.iei Theaters. 6yrnE.
6- Industry: Agricr-rltr-rre. f orestry. mineral . Lrti 1i.ties. and
c ornrnLrn i cat i on faci Iities.
7. Institr-rtional ! Hospi taIs. nursing hornes. penal. etc.
8. Speci al : M.1i nl y or-rtdoor propcarti es wi Lh v.lI L{e. i ei si Ens.pol es. fenceg. etc.
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AI'IflLYSIS: The highest percentage o.f 1o-=s is in theresidential category. This is understandable Hhen you
consider that it leads in the numher of fires ag well. Butthe most significant change over Iast year is theedr-rcational property. It accoLrnts +or only 1I {ires ft:r theyear but fcr 242 of the total loss. Tlrree school fires inLewiston. Lapwai, and New plymourth mal:e up the burl k of thetotal . To my l<nowledge none o+ them wollld have met currentcode. it ma[::es one wonder i{ the fires wor-rl cl have been soe:rtensi ve if they had. To our gocld fortnne no Ilreg urere1o=t- t ith aIl this in mind it would be gooci to remind oLrrschool officiats to try to meet currrent code af the earliestopportLrn i ty,
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AIIALYSIS! It j.s not hard to see wh'r residentral properties
far Gl(tnL(mber the rest in total f ir-es becausE af the heating
cauEed f i.res. If the heatinrl categor,/ cor-tld be el i min.rte,j iiHould reduce the total 397.. This colrl.d clnl y be accompli-_hed
with a better purbl ic education Froqrarn or a nr"rnd.rted
inspection of heating sy,5tem as is done in scrme, of the
European countries. I don't. howe,,,er, bel iel,e tlrat thigcc,untry i s ready f or rnandated i nspecti on .f r(]rn e1 governmL-nt
entity. br-rt it cor-r1d corne abclLrt {r-om the inl;rrranie indu=try
urhB may see the risk large rpnol-lgh to reqLtire pericrdicai
inspections be+ore they write a poiicy. as Lhey have donerfor years utith boi.J.er sy=tems. I believe this proL(Id ha,/e theust impact in reducing Io€ses dLre to heating s./stemg inthis property type.
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ANALYSIS: This graph was included to show the Iarge
percentage of heating fires as compared to the rest of the
totaL. trn the following paqe you will see two more graphs
that show a brealadouJn of the heatinq prcblem in resrdential
occLlpanci.es. As you will see the eotid +uel heatinq system
rs by far the leadi.ng category and chirnney msintenance the
Ie.rding problem area. I'lost. if not al1 solid tr-rel problems
are directly relatecl to the air Liqht t^lood blrrnLrng
app I i ance.
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Ai.IALYSIS: This iE the first time this property type has been
in the nurnber two position urnder the dollar IoES category.
Schools accounted for S6.5o5tf,?g o{ loss +or the year even
thor-tgh there were only 1? fireg. They are howe,,/er very
e>rpensive properties so that an./ fire th:r.t goes uncletected
f or a period of tirne i.s going to add r_rp the dol I "1rs. In
looking at the causes of fire it j.= interestinq to see that
there is a large percentaBe of incendiary (arson). I hope
this is not a trend for thi.s Froperty type as. I llnor.l. it
has always been subject to a lot a.f .randal ism. Applianceg
are Blso a leader and after !.re donp an investigation o+ one
o{ these school fires it_ became evident that rnaintenance is
the +irst line of defense to prevent these {ir"es.
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