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Dear Reader:

Again, I have the honor of presenting the annual report of
the Idaho State Fire Marshal’s Office. This report profiles
the fire experience in the state of Idaho for 1993. The
statistics contained herein reflect the number of incidents
responded to and reported by the fire departments partici-
patingintheIdaho Fire Incident Reporting System (IFIRS).
Also included in this report are the activity and progress of
the various divisions of this office.

This year’s report will show a 45% increase in fire fatalities. All 16 deaths, recorded in 1993,
reportedly have occurred in residential properties. Much attention is given to large, multiple
death fires in public places such as hotels, nightclubs, and office buildings. Spectacular fires that
kill 10 or more people are few in number and constitute a small portion of fire deaths. We
generally are doing a good job in protecting public properties, though we must keep our guard
up. The area where we have the largest problem is in the home. Fire prevention and education
efforts must be increasingly focused on this part of the overall fire problem. As I have repeated
many times, an awareness of fire must be instilled in the citizens of a community, adults and
children alike. This year’s report bears tragic witness to this fact.

After a steady upward climb the past three years, incendiary and suspicious fires declined by
29% in 1993. The one alarming exception to this decline was educational properties where we
experienced a 72% increase. This is an area to watch closely. Was 1993 an unusual year or do
we indeed have a problem?

Sincerely,
< st
Lee Bright

Idaho State Fire Marshal

Equal Opportunity Employer



DEDICATION

This publication is dedicated to the courageous men and women of
the Idaho Fire Service, whose commitment to the saving of lives and
property have made Idaho a safe place to live for all its citizens.
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Governor
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Department of Insurance
Harry C. Walrath

Idaho State Fire Marshal
Lee Bright

The mission of the office of the State Fire Marshal is to establish a basic
environment of fire safety for the citizens of Idaho. This is carried out in three
basic ways: (1) by regulating buildings in which people live, congregate, or
are confined; (2) by controlling substances and products which may, in and of
themselves or by their misuse cause injuries, death, and destruction by fire;
(3) by training and education in fire protection methods and responsibilities.
The function of the State Fire Marshal is fire prevention. That function is
accomplished through several program elements including field operations,
technical services, regulation development, training, arson investigation,
public education, and fire incident reporting.
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PART I - FIRE STATISTICS

IDAHO - 1993



TOTAL IMPACT

1,393 RESIDENTIAL
(Single family dwellings, apartments, mobile homes,
hotels, motels, etc.)

192 PUBLIC AND MERCANTILE
(Stores, restaurants, institutions, churches, public
facilities, education)

OTHER BUILDINGS
(Basic industry, manufacturing storage, residential
garages, vacant buildings, unknown)

825 MOBILE PROPERTY
(Automobile, trucks, trains, buses, boats, aircraft)

1,936 OUTSIDE AND OTHER -
(Dumpsters, trash, wildland, grass, trees)

Con
ﬂ 265 INDUSTRIAL, MANUFACTURING,
Ty

4,611 TOTAL FIRES

$27,516,434 TOTAL DOLLAR LOSS
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TOTAL IMPACT

Fire Picture at a Glance

FIRES

Fires attended by Idaho fire departments decreased by 25% to 4,611
Fires in outside properties decreased by 42% to 1,936

Residential properties accounted for 75% or 1,393 of all structure fires
Fires in structures decreased by less than 1% to 1,850

FIRE DEATHS

Civilian fire deaths increased by 45% from 11 to 16
Residential fires accounted for 100% of all fire fatalities
Most deadly fire: Gooding - 3 died in a single family dwelling

FIRE INJURIES

Civilian injuries decreased by 13.5% from 74 to 64

Residential properties were the site of 64% or 41 civilian injuries while nonresidential structures saw 36%
or 23 civilian injuries

Children playing with fire caused 11 injuries

PROPERTY DAMAGE

Property losses decreased by 9% to $27,516,434

Structure fires caused $24,765,549 or 90% of all property damage

Residential properties incurred $10,716,582 or 43% of all structure property loss
The largest dollar loss fire was the Chief’s Theater in Pocatello at $3,000,000

INCENDIARY AND SUSPICIOUS

The number of structure fires that were deliberately set or are suspected of having been set remained the
same as in 1992 at 115

Incendiary/suspicious fires accounted for 6% of all structure fires

Incendiary and suspicious structure fires resulted in 1 civilian death and 8 civilian and 3 firefighter injuries
Incendiary and suspicious vehicle fires decreased by 2% resulting in $40,285 in property damage, a 45%
decrease

IDAHO - 1993 3



TOTAL IMPACT

1993 State Incident Summary
15,464 Total Responses

Structure Fires

.

Vehicle Fires 847
Other Fires - 2,034
Total Fires 4,894
Rescue 3,351

Other Emergencies 5,129

False Alarms 2,090

Five-Year Trend

Structure Vehicle Other Total Other False Total
Year Fires Fires Fires Fires Rescue Emergencies Alarm Incidents
1990 1,968 804 2,289 5,061 1,463 4,735 1,907 13,166
1991 2,003 810 2,649 5,462 2,416 4,258 1,902 14,038
1992 1,856 913 3,357 6,126 2,629 5,345 2,108 16,208
1993 2,013 847 2,034 4,894 3,351 5,129 2,090 15,464
IDAHO - 1993 4



TOTAL IMPACT

Average Frequency of Responses by Idaho's
Fire Departments in 1993

One fire depd ent: i ery 34 minutes

One structure fire e

One vehicle fire eve

IDAHO - 1993



TOTAL IMPACT

Action Taken by Firefighters
at Emergency Scene

Extinguish 3,349
Investigation Only 1,003
Remove Hazard 129
Standby/Fill in/Move up 55
Salvage 27
Unreported 10
Other 25
Rescue Only 13
Total Calls 4,611

Although ambulance and EMS runs account for a large part of fire department

activity, they are not reflected in this report.

Firefighter Statistics Per Incident®

Total Man Hours 84,530
Average Man Hours Per Fire 5
Average Number of Personnel 6
Average Response Time 6 minutes

*Includes runs when mutual aid was given.
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TOTAL IMPACT

All Fire Calls by Month

January

February

March

April 486

May

June

July 703

August 738

September

October

November

December

Total Incidents

E21992
1993

1992-6,126
1993-4,611
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TOTAL IMPACT

Outside Fire Calls

(By Property Type)
Unclassified 18
Education/Institute 31
Public Assembly 36
Railroad Property 49
Other Special Property 62 Outside fire calls decreased from

1992 by 43% mainly due to wet
weather conditions.

Storage Property
Store/Office
Industry/Manufacture
Roads

Residential

Qutdoor 808

Fire Calls (1,936)

IDAHO - 1993




TOTAL IMPACT

Motor Vehicle Fires

Top Six Types of Mobile

Property Involved in Fires
Automobile 556
Truck under 1 ton 61
Truck over 1 ton 47
Motor Home 27
Tractor Harvester 13
Travel Trailer 11
Semi-trailer Truck 11

Nearly 59% of all reported vehicle fires
are caused by mechanicalproblems. This
year the five most frequent ignition fac-
tors are: Unknown 17%, Part Failure/
Leak Break 17%, Short Circuit/Ground
Fault 17%, Backfire 10% and other Elec-
trical 4%.

This chart shows vehicle fire ignition
Jactors for 1992 through 1993. The
elements seem to remain consistent from
year to year.

IDAHO - 1993

Misuse of Mat. ignited

Misuse of Heat Ignited

Motor vehicle fires include all mobile property types
designed to be movable, either under their own power or
towed. This classification encompasses automobiles,
trucks, rail vehicles, freight vehicles, water vehicles, air
transport vehicles, heavy equipment (cranes, bulldozers,
etc.), and special vehicles (power garden equipment and
mechanical trash containers). During 1993, motor ve-
hicle fires accounted for 17.8% of all fires reported up
2.8% from last year. The reported fires resulted in 12
injuries (2 fire service, 10 civilian). There were no fire
fatalities. Idaho fire departments responded to more
vehicle fires in August than any other month followed by
November. Most reported fires were between the hours
of 4-9 p.m.

Ignition Factor

Mechanical Failure

Unknown

Collision

Suspicious

3%
Design/ConsY/Insti Def %

oo 1%
NCcengt
Y 1%
%o.s%
Cther
1%

E11992 MM1993



TOTAL IMPACT

IDAHO - 1993

Hazardous Materials

An important function of modern fire departments is
the handling of hazardous conditions (hazmat) calls.
On the average, ten percent of an Idaho fire
department’s calls are to respond to a hazardous
condition. The predominate conditions include spills
of gasoline and other fuels, power lines down, arcing
electrical equipment, aircraft standby and chemical
emergencies. The US Fire Administration and NFIC
developed a hazmat reporting option to capture more
detail regarding chemicals and fuels, and how fire
departments deal with these situations. We ask fire
departments to fill out the additional hazmat report
form when the following criteria has been met:

. A material is present that is suspected to be
other than ordinary combustible materials or
combustible material by-products,

AND

. The material is in such a state, quantity, or
circumstance that, if left unattended, it is pre-
sumed to pose a threat to life, health, property,
or the environment,

AND

. Specialized hazmat resources were dispatched
or used, or should have been dispatched or
used, for assessing, mitigating, or managing
the situation.

Using this criteria, fire departments reported 32 inci-
dentsinvolving hazardous material conditionsinIdaho
for 1993. Thisis 17 fewer than 1992. Again, the main
area of release with 64 percent of the incidents
reported were on roads, semi-trailer trucks involved
in a collision or overturn. Upon responding to a scene
ofahazmat incident, fire departments report their first
priority is to identify and analyze the materials, sec-
ond to remove the hazard. Flammable liquids (62
percent) were the leading materials released and
second leading release was corrosives at 16 percent.

10



FIRE CAUSES

Hostile Fires by Ignition Factor

(Top Ten)
FIRES
Ignition Factor Unknown 733
Lack of Maintenance/Worn Out 588
Inadequate Control of Open Fire 387
Short Circuit/Ground Fault 332
Suspicious 257
Abandoned Discarded Material (Smoking Material) 241
Children Playing 238
Part Failure/Leak/Break 218
Incendiary 134
Unattended 126
Hostile Fires by Form
of Heat Ignition
(Top Ten)
FIRES
Unknown 899
Heat from Solid Fuel Equipment (woodstove) 442
Match 374
Open Fire 344
Short Circuit Unspecified 214
Properly Operated Electrical Equipment 190
Hot Ember/Ash 141
Cigarette/Cigar 129
Heat/Gas Fueled Equipment 104
Short Circuit - Bad Insulation 101

IDAHO - 1993
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FIRE CAUSES

Hostile Fires by Ignition Factor

Incendiary, Suspicious and Smoking Material
5-Year Trend

Fires

) H
1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
| wowry Y P e Material ]

Injuries

18
16
14
12

/
il

?989 1890 1931 1992 1993
przincendiary emBuspicious —Smoking Material |

10

Deaths

3
7
2 7
’I‘_.’ 4
1
,',)f

{rncendiary emSuspicious —Smoking Material |
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Incendiary [ Suspicious | SmoKing
1989 85 192 210
1990 76 235 298
1991 151 288 383
1992 200 342 340
1993 134 258 241

Incendiary | Suspicious i"a‘::‘r;?
1989 [¢] 3 1
1990 1 6 12
1991 5 5 g
1992 2 12 1
1883 2 9 2

incendiary | Suspicious ?ﬁl:::;l:?
1989 2 2 1
1990 0 0 3
1891 0 ] 2
1992 3 1 [
18393 1 1 6
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FIRE CAUSES

Hostile Fires by Complex

(Top Ten)

FIRES INJURY DEATH $L.OSS
Dwelling (one/two family) 1,533 64 13 7,612,314
Road 510 3 0 587,685
Farm 365 2 2 267,578
Apartment 125 3 0 3,018,640
Shopping/Office 118 0 0 331,817
Industrial Plnt/Mfg 85 5 0 2,660,000
Educational 80 1 0 303,716
Indian Reservation 74 0 0 500
Warehouse/Storage 72 1 0 979,980
Mobile Home Park 44 1 0 158,250

2,000

1,500 -

Complex includes all areas around build-
ings. Therefore, numbers include other
than just structure fires. Farm complex
fires decreased by 52% from 1992.

L ]
13

1,000 A

500 A

1990 1891 1992 1993

E218&2 Family mmShop/Office E&Industrial/Mfg E2Road
EdFarm
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FIRE CAUSES

Structure Fires
by Property Use
(Top 5 Causes)

Child Playing
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FIRE CAUSES

Structure Fires
by Property Use
(Top 5 Causes)

i

Child Playing
Open Flame Incendiary/Suspicious

Electical
Unknown

RN
AL s a L E eSS SRR AR eI 555:

2
i
S
M?;ﬂ:w/ e
S

R s
S

S

Electrical

.’-‘}%"’ a.’-.’-ﬁ"&';m"

Other Equipment
Open Flame

Smoking

Electrical Distribution Unknown

Open Flame Torch

A,
SR

Electrical 'ﬁm‘mﬁ, i =

S
T i
S

Appliances

Incendiary/Suspicious

Unknown

incendiary/Suspicious

Institutional Educational
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FIRE CAUSES

Detector/Sprinkler Performance

Detectors

Detectors were not present in 45.8% of residential and commercial fire incidents reported to the Idaho Fire
Incident Reporting System in 1993. This represents a 9% decrease from 1992. There were no smoke
detectors present in 11 of the 16 residential fire deaths. The other five were listed as unknown.

Smoke Detectors were present in 27.4% of the residential and commercial fires reported. However, 13.1%
did not operate when the fire started, but 3.4% did not work because the fire was too small. Working smoke
detectors were present in only 14.2% of the reported fires.

No Detectors Present — 45.8%
Detectors Operated - 14.3%
Detectors Did Not Operate - 13.1%
Unknown - 26.8%

Sprinklers

Structure fires, commercial and residential, reported to the Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System indicate
that 85.9% did not have a sprinkler system.” Only 3.5% had operational equipment but of that 2.6% of the
fires were too small to activate the system.

Sprinklers Operated I 0.7%

Sprinklers Did Not Operate I 2.8%

Unknown - 10.6%

IDAHO - 1993 16



FIRE CAUSES

Leading Areas of Origin in Residential
Property

1. ChimMNEY ..

2. Kitchen/Cooking Area .........cceeeen..... 15%
3. Lounge Area ......ccceeeerrieccecmneereceennees 8%
4. Bedroom ........cooireceiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 7%
5. Ceiling Roof Assembly..........cc.......... 4%

Ninety-two percent of residential
property is in one and two-family
awellings. Other categories are
apartments, hotels/motels, board-
ing homes and dormitories.

IDAHO - 1993

! 1.Chimney
% 33% i

3. Lounge Area ‘

Residential Fires
(Leading Fire Causes)

Other

Natural

Other Equipment
Exposure

Smoking
Incendiary/Suspicious
Children Playing
Open Flame
Electrical/Distrib
Unknown
Appliances/Cooking

Heating

1,393 Fires
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FIRE CAUSES

Residential Wood Stove Fires

1884 1985 1986 1887 1988 1989 1890 1991 1992 1993

Number of Fires

L |
Wood stove fires continue to decline due to product
improvements and public education. Creosote still
remains the main cause of chimney fires. These
chimneys needregular cleaning to prevent creosote
buildup.

O S T W S

Interior Wall 15

Wood Stoves/inserts
266

Insulation/Roof Cover 23

Indoor Fireplaces

Chimney Connector 64

Structural Member 38 27 Chimney
77

Equipment Involved

Creosote

Material First Ignited

IDAHO - 1993 18



FIRE LOSSES

Outside Fire Losses
(By Property Type)

Education/Institute

$1,175

Outside fires resulted in 15 injuries (5 fire

service, 10 civilians). Forty-two percent
$43,625 outside fires were on outdoor properties,
e.g., fields, vacant lots, campsites, parks
and landfill. Form of heat ignition was
unknown in 35% of incidents.

$52, 660 O,

Store/Office

Public Assembly

Road Property $56,425

Storage Property $111,633

Outdoor B l 154,924

IDAHO - 1993 19



FIRE LOSSES

Alarm Time vs. Fire Loss

$7,900,084

$6,760,861

$3,965,073

$3,306,977
$3,105,613

$2,474,326

I ! !
Midnight4 AM.4 AM.-8 AM. 8 AM.-Noon Noon-4PM. 4PM.-8 PM. 8 PM.-Midnight

IDAHO - 1993 20



FIRE LOSSES

Structure Loss

(By Property Type)

Institutional | $43,161

Industrial | $74,460
Educational I $289,231
Store/Office $1,725,435

Manufacturing $2,583,350
Storage - $2,868,793
Special - $3,011,275

Public Assembly $3,453,252

Residential $10,716,582

IDAHO - 1993



FIRE CASUALTIES

Injuries & Fatalities

FIREFIGHTER CASUALTIES
SEX: Male
Female

PART OF BODY INJURED
Arm Area

Trunk

Internal

Head Area

Leg/Foot

Spine

CASE SEVERITY
Minor

Moderate

Severe

Life Threatening

PRIMARY APPARENT SYMPTOM

Obstruction/Fracture
Sprain/Strain/Swelling
Asphyxiation/Bum
Cut/Lacerations/Bleed
Pain/Wound/Shock
Contusion/Bruise/Crush
Other

Cardiac Symptom

PATIENT TAKEN TO
Hospital

Not Transported
Residence

FIREFIGHTER ACTIVITY
Extinguishing Fire
Suppression Support
Driving/Riding

Misc. Inc. Scene

Rescue

Access/Egress

SEVERITY OF INJURY
Injury

IDAHO - 1993

43
1

10
13
3
5
11
2

(NS IEN We o o N CREN T S )

26
17

- NN

44

CIVILIAN FIRE CASUALTIES
SEX: Male
Female

PART OF BODY INJURED
Multi-Parts

Internal

Hand/Arm

Head/Neck

Leg/Foot

Body, Trunk, Back

Unknown

NATURE OF INJURY
Burns & Asphyxia/Smoke
Asphyxia/Smoke Only
Burns Only

Unknown

Wound, Bleeding

Pain

Strain/Sprain

ACTIVITY AT INJURY
Fire Control
Other/Unknown

Escaping

Sleeping

Irrational Action

Unable to Act

Rescue

Response/Return

CAUSE OF INJURY
Exposed fire product
Struck By

Unknown

Rubbed by/Contact with
Fell/Stepped into
Caught/Trapped/Under

SEVERITY OF INJURY

Injury
Death

62
18

64
16

22



FIRE CASUALTIES

Firefighter Injuries

Physical Condition - Most firefighters

were awake and rested prior to response. Midnight-7 A.M.
Time of Day - Firefighter injuries occur
around the clock but more occur in the 7 AM.-Noon
p-m. hours than in the a.m. hours.
Month of Year - Highest injury month
was November followed by April. Noon-5 P.M.
Age - Injuries peak at ages 33, 35 and 47.
L ] SPM-8PM.
8 P.M.-Midnight 16
Tuesday  Monday Time of Injury

Sunday
Wednesday

Saturday
Thursday

Friday

Day of Week

Undetermined

Awake

Fatigued

Physical Condition

Status Before Alarm

IDAHO - 1993 23



FIRE CASUALTIES

Civilian Injuries & Fatalities

Noon-4 P.M.

8 A.M.-Noon

] 4AM.BAM.
4P.M-8P.M. Monday
Midnight-4 AM. Tuesday

8 P.M.-Midnight

Time of Casualfy

\ Sunday
Wednesday

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Day of Week

Unknown- 3
Cause of Ifuy NC -2
Rubbed By/Cortact With - 4
Struck By -2

Fell-Stepped Into - 4

Cause - Of the civilians who were in-
Jjured or died in fires, 78% were ex-
posed to fire products (flame, heat,
smoke and gas) contributing to burns,
asphyxia and smoke injuries.

Time of Day - 68% were in the p.m.
Day of Week - Saturday and Sunday
had fewer than the rest of the week.

Exposed to Fire Product - 63

Caught/Trapped 2

Cause of Injury

IDAHO - 1993 24



FIRE CASUALTIES

Civilian Injuries & Fatalities

17

National statistics show that those under 5
and over 70 are most at risk for fire death or
injury. In Idaho, the adolescent 10-19 and
the adult 30-39 are most at risk.

E e
6
4
2
1

i i | ] 1
19 1019 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80-99 Unknown
Casualty Ages
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FIRE CASUALTIES

Civilian Deaths

By Property Type
Apartment 1
Mobiie H 2
opie riome Smoke Detector Performance
for Residential Fire Deaths
2-Family Home 2
Detector Operated-10
1-Family Home 11
Number of Deaths Unknown
No Detector Present 1"
Number of Deaths
By Cause

Electrical

Suspicious

L ]
1 Smoking in the family home with no
smoke detector presentwasthe num-
ber one cause of fire deaths inIdaho
during 1993.

Cutting, Weiding Too Close To

Drug, Alcohol Stupor

Incendiary

Unknown

Discarded Smoking Material

Number of Deaths
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FIRE IN IDAHO 1993

West Pend Oreille
PART Il - PARTICIPANTS
® Hauser Lake -
Rathirum ® ® Kootensi Ct)\ FD
Post Falls {® ¢ Hayden
® Coeur d'Alene ® Prid] —
Kgllggg Osbumn
» Worley . .
Plummer Wallace A special thank you to those departments who
* . . @
St Maries/Rural report their activity throughout the year to the
State Fire Marshal. This report would not be
possible without their help.
*Moscow/Rual The following report lists loss rates according
® Picree to 1992 population figures. Highlighted depart-
® Orofing . . . . . .
Orefne ments indicate participation in IFIRS. Shaded
© Kooskia areas indicate counties with 100% participation.
® Grangeville
® Elk City
® Salmon River Rural
.
® New Meadows
® McCall /Rural
*Council * Donnelly
¢ Indian Valley . aral
‘Weiser/Rural
o poyetie/Rurel ® Garden Valley
i New P m;;obie Creek FD
@]
05::;1 }Z?:: #Placerville - Driggsf[‘ew.n Cty FPD
* LX| L ]
.Nooms .MiEdn:]:::n ® | ost River OM::iion
) ecattwa™ TP *Sun Valley eBomneville * 10200 Fells
Horgedale *Nampa _ Baise/N. Ads County/Whitey ® Ketchum * Atco o Blackfoot
CKI00f
'lznmn o Hailey ®Rockford egnake River FD
* Melha ® Fort Hall
® Wood River Rural © Pocatello
® Mountain Home/FPD Chubbuck
} ® American Falls
O Shoshone .NOﬂhiltastEx\d
Glenns Ferry . . PR
B * Wood River FPDAL Admo ® Caribou City
King pal ® Rupert o ® Soda Springs
Jerome/Rural ® . ® Heybum N.ounan o
*Buhl/Rural oTwinFalls, = Buiey Georgetown
*Fler/Rural  *KimberyRural  pputaugh D0 *Maad e Montpelier o
® N. Cassia Rural *Downey o Ovid Genera
* Hansen *Albion * R Dingte »
e
® Preston ® St Charles cg:am
Fish Haven
IDAHO - 1993
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FIRE IN IDAHO 1993

PART Ill - NATIONAL FIRE FACTS

The following facts are from 1992 data collected from the 42 reporting
states. You may note how Idaho compares with the Nation.
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STATE FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE

FIRE IN IDAHO 1993

PART IV - STATE FIRE MARSHAL
ACTIVITY REPORTS

This section is made up of annual reports from the Fire
Marshal and employees from the three districts of the Fire
Marshal's Office.

A District |

District Il

District 1l
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State Appointed Boards

STATE FIRE MARSHAL ADVISORY BOARD

Dale Costa, Kellogg/Shoshone Fire Prot. Dist. #2
Cary Campbell, Chubbuck Fire Dept.
Phil Clough, Twin Falls Fire Dept.

Bill Cowin, St. Maries City/Rural F D.
Ken Robison, Moscow Fire Dept.

Bill Squires, Whitney Fire P.D.

Jim Auclaire, Jerome Fire Dept.
Richard Wolfe, Pocatello Fire Dept.
Richard Hahn, Idaho Falls Fire Dept.
Tom Johnson, Ketchum Fire Dept.
Thayne Taylor, Rupert Fire Dept.

Claire Harkins, Fire Service Training
Jeannine Benson, Assoc. of Idaho Cities

Appointed by the State Fire Marshal, this board includes the Board of Directors of the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association.

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TECHNICIAN
CERTIFICATION BOARD

John Hiler, Hiler Bros. Company, Chairman
Mark Jensen, Lakeview Chevron

Clint Wilson, Petrol Services

Vacant

Lance Nielsen, Division of Environmental Quality

Appointed by the Governor, this board enforces Regulation No. 63 that regulates persons for hire to perform
services for underground storage tank projects. The regulation was enacted to assure that underground
storage tank systems were being serviced in a manner which will protect the land, waters and public health
within the state of Idaho.
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Fire Prevention

The Fire Prevention Section has the responsibility of enforcing the adopted version of the Uniform Fire Code.
Duties include inspection of buildings, review new construction plans of state-owned buildings and schools
upon request, certification of fire inspectors by teaching the 24-hour Uniform Fire Code class, Basic Fire
Prevention, Fire Inspection classes, as well as assist local fire jurisdictions upon request.

Three deputies serve and assist the fire service in any way possible and are proud of the fire departments’
efforts to continue to solve their fire safety and protection problems. Their challenge is to educate the fire
service and public—in their jurisdictions—to the benefits of the fire code and the uniform application.

DISTRICT I Jim Macklin, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Lewiston, Idaho
Jim has been busy with several major projects at the University of Idaho. He
assisted several towns with grant applications for improved water systems and/or
fire stations.

There have been several plans reviewed for schools and other state sponsored
projects.

Problems continue in counties who do not have the Uniform Building Code
adopted.

Training received included attending Washington State International Association
Arson Investigators seminar. He attended the mid-winter Uniform Fire Code
hearings in Las Vegas. These hearings were for changes to the 1994 Code.

His goal is to continue to assist the fire service in District I in any way necessary.
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DISTRICT I

DISTRICT 1II

IDAHO - 1993

Don McCoy, Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, Boise, Idaho.

Don conducted 45 plan reviews, 65 inspections, attended 55 meetings, answered
750 telephone calls for assistance, and gave 3 fire code and 3 fire commissioner
classes.

He attended a Fire Prevention Seminar, National Fire Academy Code Management
class (2-week), Fire Chiefs Association, Southern Idaho Firefighters Association,
Idaho State Fire School, Fire Command School and Fire Marshal’s Advisory Board
meeting.

In District I, the need for assistance is becoming more of a factor than ever before
due to the large growth affecting the area. The need for the fire code enforcement
in new developments (commercial and residential) will affect the people in the cities
and county areas for many years. If the growth continues to outpace the fire fighting
capabilities (available water, equipment, and manpower), large loses will occur as
buildings grow older. This could lead to higher insurance rates, loss of jobs, living
units and loss of life.

In its 12 year existence, the Idaho State Fire Marshal’s office scope of duties has
changed somewhat from education to a more supportive role for fire departments.
The majority of the fire departments are aware of code requirements, but still need
help in working with developers, architects, engineers and local government.

Donis looking forward to offering his continued support to all the fire departments.
Hal Call, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Pocatello, Idaho.

Smaller departments are requesting more assistance due to severe budget restraints
and increasing demand for services. He has seen an increase in problems with
underground versus aboveground fuel storage systems. He conducted 33 UST
inspections, 28 inspections and rulings on water systems and fire apparatus roadway
access. He also completed 27 daycare facility inspections, 3 building demolition
inspections, and 23 plan reviews, mostly on school building projects. Seven
complaints investigated, 133 building inspections completed, 15 bulk plant fuel
storage inspections and 5 meetings were held creating, changing or merging fire
districts.

Hal taught Exiting and Inspection classes. He attended a Fire Prevention Seminar
in Boise, Fire Chiefs Conference in Idaho Falls, Arson Seminar in Burley and Fire
Marshal’s Advisory Board meeting in Boise.

His goals for the coming year are to continue the education process with empha-

sis on the smaller fire departments in District IIl and continue to work closely
with architects, school officials and any who need his service.
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Fire/Arson Investigations

The Arson and Fraud Section will assist fire departments and law enforcement agencies throughout the state
in the determination of the origin and cause of fires. Fire and Arson Detection classes are provided upon
request. Theyalso assist in the follow-up investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for intentionally
setfires. They provide investigative assistance and training inthe formation of Fire and Arsontask force teams.
Each district has a Fire and Arson van available. They coordinate the activities between the Certified Fire
Investigator Program, International Office of TAAI and the Idaho Chapter of IAAL

Their goals are to continue to work with local and state agencies in the prevention of fires, arrests and
prosecution of arsonists, to increase communication and cooperation with all agencies in fire and law
enforcement, and to continue to promote fire and arson task force efforts.

DISTRICT I

IDAHO - 1993

Glenn Lauper, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

In 1993 a complex arson trial held in Central Idaho set a precedence on tougher
arson laws. The Idaho Attorney General’s Office did a superb job in presenting its
case against the accused. However, the State lost this case in court, but as a direct
result new arson laws passed by the legislature gives Idaho some of the most
stringent penalties and fines for this crime in the U.S.

This office joined a campaign to support a North Idaho fire department’s bid to
receive a grant through State Farm Insurance Company for an arson detecting
canine. By May 1994, the dog and its handler will be available to respond to fire
scenes throughout the state.

Glenn completed a research project on fire investigator and inspector health and
safety. The report and recommendations are currently under review by the staff
of the Fire Marshal’s Office.

Relocating used fire fighting equipment, personal protective gear and comput-
ers for small rural volunteer fire departments continues with the help of many
larger departments and Department of Lands. Please contact Jim Macklin or
Glenn Lauper if you can contribute to or need these items.
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DISTRICT I

DISTRICT III

IDAHO - 1993

Don Dillard, Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, State Fire Marshal’s Office, Boise,
Idaho.

The caseload increased 8.8% over 1992. However, the arson and suspicious fires
investigated dropped 9.1%. He investigated two arson fires directly related to youth
gang activities.

He had a 57% increase in single family dwelling fires and 56% increase in commercial
related fires.

Statewide there were several major fires in agri-storage warehouses that had it not
been for exposed polyurethane insulation on walls and ceilings the fires would have
self-extinguished with only slight damage.

There is an upward trend in vehicle fires statewide. Most reported to this office
appear to have gone either uninvestigated or the cause undetermined. It seems there
is very little training materials available for investigators on fires involving late model
cars.

This office is attempting to locate an up-dated training program on car fires in
conjunction with the 16-hour Fire and Arson Detection course.

Don Bailey, Deputy State Fire Marshal, Pocatello, Idaho

Don gave investigative assistance or training in ten counties in Eastern Idaho. He
investigated 23 fires; 15 dwellings (1 fatality, 10 wood and ordinary construction and
5 mobile homes); 4 commercial structures, 1 school, 1 church and 1 storage trailer
fire. Seven of these were suspicious and 16 accidental. This resulted in 4 arrests and
convictions.

Fire and Arson Task Force Teams continue to be very active. Blackfoot has
completed reorganization and is now operating very effectively (7 arrests and
convictions).

The arson van was used on eight fire scene investigations.

An advanced Fire and Arson Investigative Technique class was presented in the
Kimberly and Twin Falls area. A 16-hour basic NFA Fire and Arson Detection class
was presented in Heyburn and Blackfoot. A two-hour training session on Processing
Fatal Fires was presented to Caribou County area fire and law enforcement
personnel. A total of 69 fire service and law enforcement personnel attended these
classes.

Don continues to coordinate Certified Fire Investigator’s Programs between the
International Office of the IAAI and the Idaho Chapter.

His training consisted of completion of an 80-hour Arson for Profit course at the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center. He attended Oregon, Nevada and Idaho
Chapter of IAAI conferences, IPOA Conference and a HazMat course.
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Audio Visual Library

The State Fire Marshal’s office has an audio-visual library available to local fire departments upon request.
It is made up of slides, 16 mm films, technical reports and video tapes. There are four categories: Fire
Prevention, Investigation, General Information, and Fire Education. Catalogs are available. Most popular
video tapes requested in 1993 were:

V0033  Donald’s Fire Survival Plan

V0048  Fire Response

V0050  Fire: Countdown to Disaster
V0079  American Heat, Vol. 4, Program 11
V0105  Safe Baby-sitting

Day-Care Fire Inspectors

There are 121 certified fire inspectors who will inspect day-care centers for compliance with fire code

pursuant to Regulation G.55. Interested parties may contact the Department of Health and Welfare or this
office for names.

Fire Inspector Certification

Regulation 43, Fire Inspector Certification, went into effect January 1, 1983, to ensure that fire inspectors
throughout the state meet a minimum standard. There are 386 certified fire inspectors in Idaho as of
December 31, 1993.

Fire Protection Sprinkler License

Fire Protection Sprinkler Licenses went into effect January 1, 1987, promulgated by Regulation 18 G2. This
regulation went into effect to set standards and ensure the competency of sprinkler companies who work in
the state of Idaho. There are 42 companies licensed in Idaho, an increase of 15 companies since 1992.

Licensing of Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitters became available through this regulation. However, it is not a
mandatory requirement. There are 31 licensed sprinkler fitters in Idaho.

Hotel/Motel Fire Safety Act

Pursuant to the Hotel/Motel Fire Safety Act of 1990, each state is to provide the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) with a list of hotels and motels meeting fire safety standards established in the
act. Fire Prevention Deputies, along with local fire departments, have found 163 hotels and motels meet
these standards.
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Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System

The Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System collects and analyzes fire information on fires occurring in Idaho.
Using the standardized coding and reporting format, which is part of a national network for fire incident
reporting, IFIRS assimilates information reported by contributing fire departments. This information,
transmitted to fire departments through quarterly reports, assists fire officials in fire prevention, fire-safety
education, manpower and funding allocation.

According to 1992 Census Bureau figures, Idaho’s population is 1,065,885. Population protected is 937,930.
This report reflects 86% of Idaho’s population protected by fire departments.

Nine counties achieved 100% reporting with participation in IFIRS: Adams, Butte, Franklin, Jerome,
Madison, Minidoka, Payette, Power and Washington. This means that all fire departments within these
counties reported their fire incidents for each month of the year. Congratulations!

IFIRS welcomes the following departments to the reporting system in 1993: American Falls, Arco, Arimo,
Emmett, Lost River, Pierce, Prichard/Murray, and Salmon River Rural.

Property Insurance Loss Register

Insurance companies are required to submit a written report within seven days on a fire of claims over a $1,000
to the Property Insurance Loss Register. PILR reports claims paid by licensed insurance companies of fire
losses throughout the state. This year there were 1,160 claims with a reported loss of $25,274,798. Dollar
loss is down by 36% from last year.

Underground Storage Tank
Technician Certification

The State Fire Marshal’s Office is mandated by Regulation 49 G.2, to license UST technicians. Testingisnow
done on a national level through International Fire Code Institute (IFCI). Exams are given periodically
throughout the Western States. The national test and state specific test can be taken together at any of the
locations. There are 122 Installer/Retrofitters, 184 Closure/Removers and 65 Tank Tightness Testers
licensed in Idaho as of December 31, 1993. Each job-site is to have a supervisor with a current active card
issued by the State Fire Marshal. Interested parties may contact this office for a list of currently licensed
technicians.
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