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Dedication

We would like to dedicate this publication to approximately 800 paid
and over 4,000 volunteer men and women who have committed
themselves to saving lives and property in the face of adversity:

The Idaho Firefighters



A Message from
State Fire Marshal
Don McCoy
I have the pleasure of issuing the last annual report of the
decade and the century. Being the third State Fire Marshal
in an office that came into being in July of 1982 has been,
and continues to be, a great honor for me. I want to mention
with respect and great pride the first State Fire Marshal, Bill
Wallis, and the second State Fire Marshal Lee Bright, for
without them we would not have accomplished what we
have. Their leadership and guidance has been more than
anyone could have asked for. Thank you.

The largest and most far reaching event that is upon us in the new year and the new century
is introduction of the International set of codes, including the building, fire and mechanical.
We as the fire service must become more involved with the development and adoption of
the standards we use.

Civilian fire deaths fell in 1999 to 15, down from 19 in 1998. All of the fire deaths that occurred
in structure fires were in residential structures; the other fire deaths were four in vehicle fires
and two related to outside fires.

The total responses reported to this office in 1999 were 28,716, which is only slightly greater
than the reported responses of 28,458 in 1998. Please keep in mind that all departments in the
State are not reporting (see Participants, Part III of this report).

Fire professionals have known for years that building and fire codes that are properly adopted
and enforced will, in time, save lives and reduce fires losses. I think this fact is reflected in this
annual report as well as national statics. Just because we have continued growth does not mean
we should have a similar growth in fire losses.

Please take time to read this report. If you want to see different information included in future
annual reports, please feel free to let us know. This is a report of your activities and should be
a tool for you.



Fire is a friend and an enemy.  As a friend,
it cooks our food and heats our homes.  As
an enemy, it can destroy us, our loved ones

and everything we own.

This report describes the consequences of un-
friendly, uncontrolled fire.  It can be used to target
educational programs, improve building technol-
ogies, increase code enforcement activities and
identify product failure.

The State Fire Marshal's office thanks those de-
partments which submitted their data for inclu-
sion in this report.

We, and the citizens of Idaho, thank the coura-
geous men and women who continue to provide
fire and emergency medical services throughout
the State.

Mission Statement

The State Fire Marshal�s Office
participates in and coordinates
an integrated statewide system de-
signed to protect human life from
fire and explosions through fire
prevention and the investigation
of fires. The program involves
fire prevention activities, arson
investigations, and the operation
of various statistical systems, in-
cluding the Idaho Fire Incident
Reporting System (IFIRS).

Governor
Dirk Kempthorne

Department of Insurance
Mary L. Hartung, Director

Idaho State Fire Marshal
Don McCoy

Fire in Idaho 1999 i

Fire
in Idaho

1999



PART I - STATE FIRE MARSHAL DIVISION

Organizational Chart/Advisory Board ...................................................... 2
Fire Prevention ......................................................................................... 3
Fire and Arson Investigations ................................................................... 6
Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System (IFIRS) ......................................... 9
Certification and Licensing ..................................................................... 10

PART II - FIRE STATISTICS

Total Impact
Incident Summary ................................................................................... 12
Idaho Fire Picture at a Glance ................................................................. 13
Firefighter Action ................................................................................... 14
Ignition/Form of Heat of Ignition (Top Five) ......................................... 15
Alarm Time vs. Fire Loss ....................................................................... 16
Fire Calls by Month ................................................................................ 16

Structure
Structure Fires/Loss ................................................................................ 17
Smoke Detector Performance ................................................................. 18
Sprinkler Performance ............................................................................ 19
Fire Causes by Property .......................................................................... 20

Residential
Residential Fires ..................................................................................... 21
Residential Property Fire Causes (Top Five) .......................................... 23
Residential Structure Fires by Area and Leading Causes ....................... 24

Casualties
Firefighter Injuries .................................................................................. 25
Civilian Injuries and Fatalities ................................................................ 26

Outside and Other Fires
Outside Properties ................................................................................... 28
Mobile Property Fires ............................................................................. 29

PART III - PARTICIPANTS

Fire Department Activity Report ............................................................ 31

Fire in Idaho 1999 ii

Contents



PART I
State Fire Marshal
Activity Reports

District I

District II

District III

This section is made up of reports from employees of the Idaho State
Fire Marshal's Office.
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Advisory Board

Renn Ross, Boise City FD Gary Moore, Pocatello FD
Donald McNett, Post Falls FPD Roland Clark, Idaho Falls FD
John McClure, Boise City FD Lynn Borders, Post Falls FPD
Bill Cowin, St. Maries City/Rural FD Dale Costa, Shoshone County FD#2
Phil Gridley, Mountain Home FD Bruce Allcott, Caldwell Fire & Rescue
Steven Cooper, Lewiston FD Mark Grimes, Buhl FD
Thayne Taylor, Rupert City FD

The advisory board includes the board of directors and officers of the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association and the president of the Idaho Fire Marshal�s Association.

State Fire Marshal
Organizational Chart

Advisory Board

Dennis Johnson, Boise City FD Gary Moore, Pocatello FD
Donald McNett, Post Falls FPD Roland Clark, Idaho Falls FD
John McClure, Boise City FD Lynn Borders, Post Falls FPD
Bill Cowin, St. Maries City/Rural FD Dale Costa, Shoshone County FD#2
Steven Cooper, Lewiston FD Bruce Allcott, Caldwell Fire & Rescue
Thayne Taylor, Rupert City FD Mark Grimes, Buhl FD
Renn Ross, Boise City FD Jo Silva, Caldwell FD

The advisory board includes the board of directors and officers of the Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association and the president of the Idaho Fire Marshal�s Association.

Fire in Idaho 1999 2

Director
Mary Hartung

Administrator
Don McCoy

State Fire Marshal

Administrative Assistant I
Lorraine Allen

FIRE PREVENTION

Chief Deputy Fire Marshal
District II

Richard Greene

Deputy Fire Marshal
District I

James Macklin

Deputy Fire Marshal
District II

Terry Edwards

Deputy Fire Marshal
District I

Glenn Lauper

Deputy Fire Marshal
District III

Richard Hahn

IT Support Technician
Ruby Andridge

ARSON INVESTIGATION

Chief Deputy Fire Marshal
District II

Donald Dillard



Fire Prevention
The Fire Prevention Section has the
responsibility of providing a state-
wide program for fire prevention.
Duties include the inspection of build-
ings and the review of new construc-
tion plans upon request. Plans re-
views are conducted on all state build-
ings as per the Governor's Executive
Order 98-02. The certification of fire
inspectors is accomplished by teach-
ing the 24-hour Uniform Fire Code
class and administering the certifica-
tion test. Basic fire prevention and

fire inspection classes are also taught. Assistance is given to local fire jurisdictions upon
request.

The Deputy Fire Marshals are available to assist the fire service in any way possible and are
proud of each fire department�s efforts to continue to solve its fire safety and protection
problems. Their challenge is to educate the fire service and the public to the benefits of the
fire code and its uniform application.

The past year was a busy one.  There were several on-going projects at the
University of Idaho that required a walk-through with engineers and architects.
These projects concerned remodels and plans to be reviewed for Code
compliance, especially fire alarm reviews for new constructions.

At the request of the local fire chief, I reviewed plans for 20 state construction
projects this past year, including public schools.  The projects included fire
alarm systems, water supplies, and access.  Chiefs must request our help with
school plans review because we do not automatically see plans for schools.  I
conducted six classes this year, one that has turned into an annual Uniform Fire

Code class.  This class was hosted by Hayden Lake Fire Protection District for the five
northern counties and seems to be working well.

In June, Terry Edwards and I conducted the Uniform Fire Code class during Fire School at
Salmon.  Some fire districts are working out problems with residential sprinkler systems.
Finding installers is now the problem.  I would guess that we will have problems one way
or the other for some time.
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DISTRICT I
Jim Macklin
Deputy Fire Marshal
Lewiston, Idaho

Fire Prevention Activities

Fire Inspections 139
Cause and Origin Investigations 14
Fire Code Interpretations and Assistance 2,816
Business Meetings 286
Official Contacts 385
Public Presentations 3
Training Courses Given 22
Training Courses Taken 42
Plans Review 285



Reviewing plans for state buildings, assisting local jurisdictions with plan
review and inspections, testing fire alarm systems, providing assistance with
Code requirements and interpretations, teaching Fire Code classes, and visiting
with fire chiefs in District II have kept me busy.  I also assisted with several
grants for water supply improvements in District II as well as funding for a new
fire station.

This year I was a member of the Education Committee of the Idaho Chapter of
the International Conference of Building Officials.  Classes on the legal aspects
of Code enforcement, hood and duct fire extinguishing systems, portable fire

extinguishers, propane gas installations, and sprinkler systems for commercial and
residential structures were provided.

I have received several requests for another fire alarm class, so I will be working on one
for 2000.

A minimum standard for water supply and fire department vehicle access for development
in rural areas is one challenge that needs to be addressed by the fire service, along with the
new International Codes and the Uniform Fire Code.

It has been another enjoyable year working with the fire service throughout the state.

I have had the privilege of being appointed to the Fire Code Development Committee of
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) by the Western Fire Chiefs Association.
If anyone recognizes a need to change any of the NFPA Codes or Standards, I will be happy
to work with you on it.

I will make the same statement that I have made before in that we must continue to be an
information resource for all who have a need (fire services, architects, engineers, and law
enforcement) by responding directly to, and assisting local authorities.  I want to thank all
of the fire services of District I for their cooperation and assistance during the past year.  I
am looking forward to working with you another year.
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DISTRICT II
Richard Greene
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal
Boise, Idaho



Well, another 1,000 years have gone by, and we have entered a new millennium.
It appears that Y2K did not turn out to be the monster that was predicted.  I
believe this was because potential problems were identified and people and
industry throughout the world heeded the warnings and worked together to limit
the possible outcome.  It would be exciting if the fire service, state and
community leaders, and the people of Idaho could identify the potential fire
problems in our communities and work together in this manner to limit or
prevent the injuries, death, and property loss that occur each year as a result of
fire.

The past year was taken up with routine duties such as performing plan reviews,
conducting fire inspections, presenting Fire Code classes, and assisting fire departments
within District III with information and Code interpretations.

Along with the regular seminars and training classes that I normally attend, I had the
opportunity to participate in the Year 2000 Uniform Fire Code hearings that were held in
Las Vegas, Nevada, and Ontario, California.  This was an opportunity to find out why
many of the requirements were added to the Fire Code and to learn how they were intended
to be used.  Western Fire Chiefs will publish a Year 2000 Uniform Fire Code, but it is still
not clear if or when it will be adopted by the State of Idaho.

Not having a crystal ball, it is difficult to know what new challenges will surface in the new
millennium.  One thing for sure is that many of the old problems still exist and, as Fire Code
officials, we must continue to work together to provide a level of fire safety that is
acceptable to our communities and administrators.  We must continue to educate the
public and their leaders to the benefits of the Fire Code and its application.

Goals for the upcoming year are to continue working closely with the fire departments in
District III and provide them with timely assistance and interpretations of the Uniform
Fire Code.  I also plan to continue my education by seeking out new knowledge and skills
to assist in the performance of my duties.

Working with all of you this past  year has been enjoyable and stimulating.  It is my hope
to continue our association and friendship in 2000.
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DISTRICT III
Terry Edwards
Deputy State Fire Marshal
Idaho Falls, Idaho



The Fire and Arson Investigations Sec-
tion has the responsibility to investi-
gate fires and assist in the prosecution
of arson at the request of local units of
government. Upon request, they assist
in the determination of the origin and
cause of fires. They can also assist in
any follow-up investigation required
and serve as expert witnesses in the
adjudication of arson cases. Through
Emergency Services Training, the Fire/
Arson Detection class is provided upon

request. This section acts as a coordinator/trainer for local jurisdictions in the formation
of Arson Task Force Teams.

It is the goal of these deputies to continue to support local law enforcement agencies and
fire departments in recognizing and investigating arson fire and to assist in the prosecution
of those responsible.

The past year was certainly interesting and introduced many new challenges in
the way we are able to provide customer service.  The North Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association recently purchased one of the arson vans from the State Fire
Marshal's Office.  The Association is now in the process of stocking that vehicle
with supplies and equipment.  The van will be available to all agencies in the
district for any type of incident.

As a member of the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI),
serving on the International-Certified Fire Investigator Committee, I was asked
to facilitate the Expert Witness - Courtroom Testimony Programs (EW-CTP)

in Idaho.  This program invites fire investigators to interact with local judges, prosecutors,
and attorneys in an actual courtroom setting and allows students a chance to develop skills
that are needed to offer expert opinion in court on the origin and cause of a fire.  The success
of this program hinges on the support and devotion of local attorneys who continue to
volunteer their time and effort into this class.  I send my sincere appreciation to all of these
people for their dedication in making this program a huge success.

Fire and Arson Investigations
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DISTRICT I
Glenn Lauper
Deputy State Fire Marshal
Coeur d�Alene, Idaho

            Arson and Fraud Activities

Arson Investigations 29
Accidental Fires/Undetermined 74
Business Meetings 234
Official Contacts 218
Training Courses Given 21
Training Courses Taken 34
Telephone Assistance and Follow-up 1,745



This intense, highly interactive EW-CTP pilot program was delivered throughout the
United States this year with exceptionally good comments and has gained the attention of
the National Fire Academy (NFA).  I was also invited to represent the IAAI in participating
in a Needs Analysis Meeting at the NFA to assist in the development of a two-week class
involving interviewing and the testimony of expert witnesses.

I am pleased to announce that two more members of the Idaho Chapter of the IAAI have
successfully passed the Certified Fire Investigator examination and are now Certified Fire
Investigators.  My congratulations go to Todd Miller, CFI of Unified Investigations, and
Shane Hartgrove, CFI of the Boise Police Department, for successfully completing this
process.

Local fire departments and law enforcement agencies worked closely together in fire
investigations. This relationship led to the arrest of over a dozen people in Region I this
year.  My records indicate the majority of those arrested were under the age of 18, and half
of those charged with arson were females.

In the 1998 Annual Report I mentioned that the State Fire Marshal's Office was
working on a new arson class for first responders.  This class will be ready for
field delivery about mid-summer of 2000.  It has been designed to comply with
NFPA 1033 Standards for Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigators and
will satisfy the requirements for Idaho Emergency Services Training (IEST).

Susan Williamson of the Bureau of Forensic Services has completed a new
comprehensive guide on Physical Evidence Collection for fire investigators.
This guide should be followed to minimize problems in the collection and
handling of evidence.

The State Fire Marshals Office, in conjunction with Susan Williamson, is developing an
8-hour hands-on class for field delivery on Evidence Collection.  The class will be
available in the near future.

These classes are being developed in accordance with the State Fire Marshal's continuing
goal to support fire departments and law enforcement agencies in their efforts to
investigate fire causes.

As mentioned in last year�s Annual Report, �The Daubert Challenge� (Expert Witness
Testimony) has come to Idaho.  It was brought up recently as a defense issue in a
preliminary hearing in an arson case.  I was also advised that this �Challenge� was
discussed in a recent civil deposition.  I would suggest that both fire and law enforcement
people, who in any way investigate fires, become more familiar with NFPA 1033, 921 and
the Federal Rules of Evidence 702.
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DISTRICT II
Don Dillard
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal
Boise, Idaho



It is a pleasure to continue to represent the State Fire Marshal's Office with the
fire service and law enforcement agencies in District III.  Working and training
together, we have increased the amount of fire and arson investigations in our
District.

The number of fire incidents in structures appears to be dropping in our District,
but statistics indicate that we need to make a greater effort to determine the cause
of the fires that we have.  It is through investigations of fire cause that we can
deter the act of arson.  It is also through fire investigations that good fire
prevention programs can be developed to meet the changing needs of our
communities.

Good fire investigation begins with the first arriving emergency response agency.  This
could be law enforcement or the fire department.  Therefore, it is necessary for the first
responders, both fire and police, to have the training necessary to assist the fire investiga-
tors in their investigation.  Good fire investigation requires a joint effort of all agencies.
An arson investigation can only follow a good investigation of the fire cause.  This begins
with the fire department.  If the fire cause is suspicious, it then requires the involvement
of law enforcement personnel.  Too frequently we see fires listed as suspicious or
undetermined without requesting additional assistance from other agencies.  This is a good
reason for us to work together as an arson task force to make sure that the most thorough
fire investigation is made.

It is my goal to assist the departments in District III in forming arson task force teams.  An
arson task force team can be a joint venture of area departments.  By being a team member,
we will have an opportunity for more experience and training in fire investigations.

Fire cause investigation requires ongoing training to keep up-to-date with new investiga-
tive techniques and technology.  It is my goal to improve our training programs in
District III and to customize the training to meet your fire and law enforcement depart-
ments� needs.

I will continue to assist local, county, and state agencies with the investigation of fires of
undetermined origin, to assist in developing arson task force teams, and to provide any fire
investigation training which might be requested.

DISTRICT III
Richard Hahn
Deputy State Fire Marshal
Idaho Falls, Idaho
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Idaho Fire Incident
Reporting System
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There are millions of fires, thousands of deaths, tens of thousands of injuries, and
billions of dollars lost due to fire in the U.S. every year - which makes the U.S. fire
problem of great national importance. The Idaho Fire Incident Reporting System
(IFIRS) oversees the collection of incidents from fire departments using the National
Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) standard.

NFIRS is a tool for fire departments to manage their resources by identifying
their needs for manpower, trucks, stations, inspections, public education,
training, etc. All departments in the state are encouraged to participate in the
new NFIRS 5.0 system. In addition to many code improvements, it provides

additional modules to meet the increasing diversity and demands of fire departments today.
The addition of the Wildland, EMS, and Arson with Juvenile Firesetters, along with the
inclusion of department Apparatus and Personnel modules ensures greater usefulness of
the system.

With NFIRS 5.0 up and operational with an on-line data/entry system and fire reporting
software readily available, it is my goal to increase participation in IFIRS through 2000. It
is impossible to gather and report the statistical data on fires and other department activity
for those who do not participate in this program. I will provide training, materials and
technical assistance upon request.

Even though the population has jumped 24 percent during the last decade and 1.7 percent
from 1998, the total number of incidents reported for 1999 increased only one percent.
Participation in IFIRS was down due in part to the conversion of a new system and
incompatible software.  Therefore, most analysis in this report represents data submitted
in NFIRS 4.1. However, fire department totals and dollar loss figures represent both
versions.

Our hats are off to the Idaho Fire Departments who participated in IFIRS for 1999. We are
happy to report the following counties achieved 100 percent participation during 1999:
Ada, Bear Lake, Butte, Jerome Madison, Minidoka, Preston and Teton.  Thank you for your
support; you are indeed �Fighting Fires with Facts!�

Ruby Andridge
Program Coordinator



Certification and Licensing

Rule 18.01.43 Fire Inspector Certification
This rule ensures that fire inspectors meet a minimum
standard. Firefighters must complete a 24-hour Uniform
Fire Code class and pass an examination. Certification
renewal is due each year with retesting required every
third year.
Fire Inspector Certifications � 525

Rule 18.01.49 Fire Protection Sprinkler License
This sets standards and ensures the competency of sprinkler
companies that operate in Idaho. Company owners must meet
minimum qualifications and test to be licensed. Fire protection
sprinkler fitters can choose to be licensed by meeting minimum
qualifications and testing.
Fire Prevention Sprinkler Contractors � 36
Fire Prevention Sprinkler Fitters � 34
Fire Prevention Sprinkler Plans Reviewed � 283
Fire Prevention Sprinkler Inspections - 353

Idaho Code Fireworks Wholesale or Import License
39-2603 This sets the standards for the issuance of fireworks wholesale

and import licenses.
Fireworks Wholesalers/Retailers - 22

Property Insurance Loss Register (PILR)
Insurance companies are required to report  claims on fire losses over $1000 within 7 days of
settlement. There were 709 claims during 1999. The total dollar figure reported of property loss
due to fire was $22,619,363.
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Administrative Assistant I



PART II
Fire Statistics

Fire in Idaho 1999 summarizes the tragic effects that fire has on the citizens of
Idaho. This report represents more than just numbers. It represents the pain and
suffering experienced by the victims of fire through loss of life, property, and jobs,
and the loss to the communities. The intention is to raise the awareness of the impact
that fire has in order to determine how we can stop fires

Courtesy of
Rick Reed, Idaho Falls
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Structure Fires

Vehicle Fires

Other Fires

Total Fires

Rescue/EMS

False Alarms

Good Intent

Hazardous Condition

Service/Other Calls

Total Non-Fires

1,452

925

3,269

5,646

11,199

21,768

3.315

3,309

2,385

1,560

*Totals represent data collected from NFIRS Versions 4.1 and 5.0.

   
 

Fires 

 
Civilian 
Deaths 

 
Civilian 
Injuries 

 
Firefighter 

Injuries 

 
 

Dollar Loss 

Percentage 
of Total 

Fires 

 
 

Deaths/100K 
Overall 5,646 15 64 49 $35,271,017 100.00% 1.2 
Structure 1,452 9 50 35 $27,454,641 25.72% 0.7 
Vehicle 925 4 6 3 $4,509,756 16.38% 0.3 
Outside 3,269 2 8 11 $3,306,620 57.90% 0.2 
 

1999 Idaho Fire Profile

Mutual Aid Given - 1,302

Total Impact

1999 State
Incident Summary
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    28,716 Total Responses*
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1999 Idaho Fire
Picture at a Glance

Fires

Fire Injuries

Property
Damage

Incendiary
and
Suspicious

Fire Deaths

· Fires attended by Idaho fire departments increased by 9%.
· Fires in outside properties increased by 24%.
· Fires in structures were down by 6%.
· Residential properties accounted for 69% of all structure

fires.

· Civilian fire deaths were down 21%.
· Residential properties were the site of 9 deaths while

nonresidential properties accounted for 6 deaths.

· Civilian injuries decreased 24%.
· Firefighter injuries increased 58%.
· Residential properties were the site of 47 civilian and 21

firefighter injuries while nonresidential properties ac-
counted for 17 civilian and 28 firefighter injuries.

· Property losses decreased by 18% to $35,271,017.
· Structure fires caused $27,454,641 or 78% of all property

damage. Children playing fires cost $1,415,488.
· Residential property losses were $17,713,537 or 65% of

all structure property loss.

· Structure fires that were deliberately set, or were sus-
pected of having been set, were down 12% to 92.

· Incendiary and suspicious fires accounted for over 6.5%
of all structure fires.

· Incendiary and suspicious fires resulted in 3 firefighter
and 6 civilian injuries. Property damage decreased by
14% to $3,388,332.

· Incendiary and suspicious vehicle fires decreased by 13%.

Total Impact



Total Impact
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Action Taken by
Firefighters at Fire Scene

Firefighter
Statistics Per Fire

Total Man-Hours Per Fire 63,784

Average Man Hours Per Fire 12

Average Number of Personnel 8

Average Response Time 8 minutes

Rescue

Salvage

Standby/Fill In/Move Up

Other

Remove Hazard

Investigation Only

Extinguish

Total Calls - 5,646

1.1%

1.6%

18%

77.5%

.1%

.2%

1.5%

Courtesy of
Rick Reed, Idaho Falls
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The ignition factor is the condition or situation that allows the heat source and
combustible material to combine to start a fire.  The ignition factor can be a
deliberate act, a mechanical failure, or an act of nature.  It is crucial as a guide to
fire prevention because it can indicate whether the type of fire is potentially
preventable by better education, inspections, investigations, prosecutions, or some
other strategy. Over 1,000
fires were coded unknown.
State Fire Marshal Office
deputies are available to as-
sist fire departments in cause
and origin determination.

Form of Heat of Ignition
(All Fires - Top 5)

The form of heat of ignition is the heat energy form which starts the fire.  Every fire
has a form of heat of ignition.  The form of heat combined with the equipment
involved in ignition should
clearly identify the heat en-
ergy source that was respon-
sible for igniting the fire.
Note again, that there were
over 1,200 fires with unknown
form of heat of ignition.

Ignition Factor
(All Fires - Top 5)

Fires Injury Death

Misuse of Heat (i.e., smoking, open fire) 1,431 37 3

Mechanical Failure 1,167 20 1

Unknown 1,022 21 7

Arson or Suspicious 522 9 0

Operational Deficiency 362 7 2

Fires Injury Death

Open Flame 1,488 26 0

Unknown 1,265 30 7

Hot ember, electrical, open fire 640 11 3

Electrical Equipment 605 11 1

Fuel Powered, wood stove, vehicle 514 7 3

Total Impact
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1,000 Residential Fires
(Single family dwellings, apartments, mobile
homes, hotels, motels)

139 Industrial, Manufacturing Fires
(Basic industry, manufacturing, agriculture)

163 Other Building Fires
(storage, residential garages, vacant
buildings, unknown, outdoor)

Structure Fires

40 Institutional/Educational Fires
(Nursing homes, daycare centers, hospitals,
prisons, mental institutions, schools, colleges,
universities, academies)

65 Store/Office Fires
(Food markets, department stores, specialty
shops, service stations, offices)

45 Public Assembly Fires
(Churches, amusement centers, stadiums,
libraries, restaurants, theaters)

(1,452)

Structure Loss
(By Property Type)

Structure fires represent 79% of
all property damage due to fires.
Overall, average dollar loss per
structure fire was over $18,900
per incident.

The residential property cate-
gory accounted for 69% of all
structure fires and represented
65% of structure dollar loss.

The 60 structure fires caused by
children playing increased the
dollar loss estimates by
$1,415,488. Forty-eight of these
were located in residential prop-
erty.



3%

15%

22%

26%

35%

Det Did Not Oper/Fire Too Small

Detectors Did Not Operate

Detectors Operated

Undetermined

No Detector Present

Residential

Smoke detector performance shows the existence and location of fire detection
equipment relative to the area of fire origin and whether the detection equipment

worked.  The purpose is to provide infor-
mation on the usage, reliability, and effec-
tiveness of automatic detection equipment.
This information is important to the un-
derstanding of fire control and life safety
with and without detection equipment. This
item is not designed to evaluate any alarm
transmission capability of the system, but

only the detection of the fire.  Even though modern codes require all new dwellings
to have smoke detectors, the per-
formance relies on proper main-
tenance by the occupant/owner.

Smoke Detector Performance

In institutions where detectors are
required by building and fire codes
and maintenance is required by
licensing/certification agencies, it
is proven that smoke detectors
save lives when present and prop-
erly maintained.  Structure fires
at institutions are .02% of all struc-
ture fires.

Having a smoke detector cuts
your chances of dying nearly in
half.

18Fire in Idaho 1999

10%

16%

63%

No Detector Present

Undetermined

Detectors Operated

Institutional

The National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) says that one home
in 16 is not protected by smoke de-
tectors, even though households with-
out smoke detectors have a much
greater tendency to experience fires.

Structures



Having sprinklers installed is
like having a firefighter in
every room.

23%

68%

20%

70%

10%

40%

44%

Sprinklers Operated

Equipment Present But Fire Too Small

No Sprinkler Present

Public Assembly

Educational 

Institutional

Fire protection sprinkler companies are licensed by the Idaho State Fire Marshal to
set a standard for installation and maintenance of sprinkler systems in new and
existing buildings. The category, �No Sprinkler Present,� represents fires in all

structures including private residences and
some office buildings that do not fall under
the sprinkler code requirements. Residen-
tial fires are 69% of total structure fires.

Sprinkler performance shows the presence
of automatic sprinklers at the time of a fire

and whether they worked. This helps evaluate the usage and reliability of sprinklers
in suppressing fires. Sprinkler usage then can be considered by fixed property use.
Public assembly, educational and institutional properties are shown below.  Sprin-
klers operated at all times except where fire was too small to activate.

Sprinkler Performance

Structures
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20% Appliances

10% Electrical
10% Incendiary

20% Heating
20% Unknown 20% Heating

13% Open Flame

10% Appliances

16.7% Electrical

10% Open Flame

20% Cooking

10% Appliances
10% Open Flame

16.7% Electrical

13.8% Heating

10.8% Electrical

21.5% Unknown

13.8% Incendiary/
Suspicious

10.8 % Appliances

29% Open Flame

25% Unknown

4% Incendiary/
Suspicious12.5% Exposure

16.7% Electrical

Educational Property
(70% Elementary/High School)

Fire Causes by Property Type
(Top 5)

Public Assembly
(62% Restaurants)

Basic Industry
(75% Agriculture)

Institutional
(67% Care of Aged)

Stores/Offices
(23% Service Stations)

Manufacturing
(40% Food Manufacturer and Sawmills)

8.5% Open Flame

25% Other
Equipment

8.5% Unknown

10% Natural

23% Cooking

13% Heating
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Equipment was involved in over
half of all residential fires.  The
leading equipment causing fires
was heating, cooking, and electri-
cal equipment. Woodstoves,
which were one of the leading
causes of residential fires a de-
cade ago, have gradually de-
creased. Yet, they are still involved
in over half of the heating-related
fires with lack of maintenance and
creosote being ignited as the main
problem.

There were 47 civilian injuries
and 9 deaths due to fires in residential property. Even though heating was the major cause of home
fires, it appears that people were able to evacuate or extinguish the fires before someone was hurt as
there was only 1 death and 3 injuries. However, smoking which accounted for 3.5 % of the total
number of fires took the lives of 2 people and injured 15. Cooking fires caused 2 deaths and 7 injuries.

Residential

21Fire in Idaho 1999

Do you know our biggest problem?

During 1999 Fires in the Home Accounted for:
69% of ALL Structure Fires

78% of ALL Dollar Losses Reported
60% of ALL Fire Deaths
60% of ALL Fire Injuries

100% of ALL Structure Fire Deaths
80% of ALL Structure Fire Injuries

What Are Causes of Fatal Home Fires?

Careless Use of Smoking Materials � Cooking � Heating

The most significant common factor was the
lack of a functioning smoke detector.

Properly installed and maintained smoke
detectors can help prevent future tragedy.
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Fires in One- and Two-Family Homes
(includes manufactured and mobile homes)

880 fires 29 civilian injuries 16 fire service injuries 7 civilian deaths $16,686,221

Apartment, Rooming/Boarding

106 fires 18 civilian injuries 4 fire service injuries 2 civilian deaths $942,903

Hotels, Motels, Inns, Lodges, Dormitories

14 fires 1 fire service injury $84,413

In conclusion, with only 3.5% of fires caused by smoking, they are by far the deadliest fires. Some
type of heating equipment causes a quarter of the home fires. Within this category, a full half of all
heating fires are caused by woodstoves, chimneys or fireplaces.  The public needs to remember that
maintenance is the main prevention factor in solid fuel type heating fires. Unknown causes ranked
second in residential fires at 17%. Cooking remains the third most common cause of house fires with
over 12% of the total incidents and 36% of the deaths and injuries.

Thousands of people die each year in homes where no smoke detectors are present; yet 15 out of 16
U.S. homes have at least one smoke detector. There were no detectors present in 35% of the residential
fires and fire officials were unable to locate another 25%. In essence, over half of the incidents show
no evidence of smoke detectors. In 39 % of the home fires where smoke detectors were present, only
27% actually worked.  Smoke detectors do save lives when they are present and properly maintained.

Residential



28% Heating

17% Unknown

10.7% Cooking

9% Open
Flame/Spark

10% Electrical

27.7% Cooking

11.9% Heating

5.9% Incendiary/
Suspicious

12.9% Unknown

1- and 2-Family Dwellings Apartments

16% Heating

13% Electrical

22.7% Unknown

Manufactured Homes

33% Appliances

11% Heating 11% Unknown

11% Incendiary/
Suspicious

Hotels/Motels

Residential Property Fire Causes
(Top 5)

33% Cooking

10.9% Electrical

9% Cooking

13% Open Flame

Residential
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1,000 Fires

Natural

Other Equipment

Exposure

Smoking

Children Playing

Incendiary/Suspicious

Electrical Distribution

Open Flame/Spark

Unknown

Appliances/Cooking

Heating

Residential Structure Fires
by Area and Cause

1. Kitchen/Cooking Area .............18%
2. Chimney .................................16%
3. Bedroom .................................10%
4. Lounge Area .............................7%
5. Exterior Wall Surface ................ 5%

The leading cause of all fires in
the home continues to be heat-
ing.

There were 47 civilian injuries
and 9 deaths due to fires in res-
idential property.  Smoking caused
2 deaths and 15 injuries.  Cook-
ing caused 2 deaths and 7 inju-
ries.  Heating was responsible
for 1 death and 3 injuries.

Residential Fires
(Leading Fire Causes)

Top 5 by Area of Origin

16%

10%

7%

18%

5%
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Firefighter Injuries

 0 Deaths
49 Injuries

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Midnight- 4AM - 8AM - Noon - 4PM - 8PM -
4AM 8AM Noon 4PM 8PM Midnight

Incidents and Firefighter
Injuries by Time

IncidentsInjuries

In 1999, 49 firefighters (2 female) were injured while responding to, involved
in, or returning from emergency situations. Of these injures, 81% were directly
fire related. (This does not include injuries that occur during training or at the
stations.) Eighty-eight percent (88%) of these injuries occurred while firefighters
were fighting structure fires. Injuries are few when you compare 49 to the 71,239
man-hours used at the fire scenes.

Exposure to smoke and heat accounted for 55% of the injuries. Strain or
overexertion accounted for 22% an increase from last year. Fewer firefighters
slipped or fell at the scene, down 20%. Seventy-three percent of the firefighters
were rested before the incident.

4% Rescue

53% Extinguishment

8% Riding/
Driving

4% Misc.
Incident Scene4% Access/Egress

Firefighter Activity

26.5% Suppression/
Support

Part of Body Injury
Causes of

Firefighter Injury

Casualties
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Civilian Injuries and Fatalities

1- 2-Family Dwelling
 (29 - Injuries)
 (5 - Deaths)

By Occupancy

Roadway
 (2 - Injuries)
 (2 - Deaths)

Farm
 (5 - Injuries)
 (4 - Death)

Mobile Home Park
 (2 - Injuries)
 (1 - Death)

Construction
 (1 - Injury)

Storage
 (1 - Injury)

15 Deaths
64 Injuries

Sixty-four people were injured and 15 died due to
fire in 1999. Three quarters of the injuries and deaths
occurred in structures.  While in vehicles, 6 were
injured and 4 died.  Outside fires injured 8 and killed
2 persons.

Campsite
 (1 - Injury)

Shopping Center
 (2 - Injuries)

Apartment
 (18 - Injuries)
 (2 - Deaths)

Do you know burning furni-
ture and bedding killed 5
people and injured 23?

Other
 (3 - Injuries)
 (1 - Death)

Midnight- 4AM - 8AM - Noon - 4PM - 8PM -
4AM 8AM Noon 4PM 8PM Midnight

Time of Day

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%
 Age Groups

Males outnumber females 2 to 1.

 0-09 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80-92
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Civilian Injuries and Fatalities
Residential Properties

This chart illustrates the fire causes  resulting
in civilian fire deaths in 1999. The leading
cause of fatal fires is unknown, followed by
careless smoking and cooking fires.

 Fatal Fire Causes

By Activity
(Residential)

 Smoking
   (15 - Injuries)
   (2 - Deaths)

Incendiary/Suspicious
(arson)
  (3 - Injuries)

 Child Playing
   (5 -  Injuries)

Open Flame
  (6 - Injuries)

Cooking
  (7 - Injuries)
  (2 - Deaths)

 Heating
   (3 - Injuries)
   (1 - Deaths)

Appliances
  (1 - Injury)
  (1 - Death)

Other Heat/
Equipment
  (2 - Injuries)

Most injuries and deaths occur where people
live. A closer examination of residential
property shows the breakdown by activity.
There were also 21 firefighters injured in the
process of controlling these fires.

  9 Deaths
47 Injuries

Unknown
  (5 - Injuries)
  (3 - Deaths)

Casualties
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Outside Properties

451

460

5%

7%

7%

23%

23%

Outside and Other Fires
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Top 5 Causes of
Outside Fires

More than half of all fires
occur in outside proper-
ties. The number of out-
side fires increased 20%
from last year, even
though total fires in-
creased by 9%. Total dol-
lar loss was $3,306,620.
Outside fires are classi-
fied by the property where
they occur. One such cat-
egory,  Outdoor Property
(open lands, fields, vacant
lots, landfills, wildland,
railroad, roadways and
waterways), which con-
sistently has more inci-

dents than any other property types, 44%. The second most common property was Residential
Property with 11% of the fires.

Outside  Fires
3,269

Dumpsters, trash, wildland,
grasses, trees

Idaho Wildland

Idaho wildland is not only
protected by the organized fire
departments in the state (those
who report to the Idaho Fire
Incident Reporting System)
but others include the State
Department of Lands, Bureau
of Land Management, U.S.
Forest Service, and other pri-
vate associations such as
Southern Idaho Timber Pro-
tection Association and
Clearwater Potlatch Timber
Association.

Type Fires Civilian Civilian/FF
Deaths  Injuries

Refuse 660
Tree, Brush, Grass 2,100 2
Outside of Structure 381 1 1
Other, Unknown 128 1 3



451

460

6%

12%

7%

19%

22%

Mobile Property

Motor vehicle fires account for less than 1/5 of
all reported fires.  With the 925 reported mobile
property fires there were 9 injuries and 4 deaths.
Motor vehicles account for only 16% of total
incidents yet the dollar loss figure has increased
to over a million dollars during 1999 to
$4,509,756.  This was mainly due to fires of
semi-trailers and a locomotive.

Fires in motor vehicles can be deadly. Passen-
ger vehicles were involved in 64% of the inci-
dents and one person died. A brother and sister,
under five years old, died when the pickup
camper they were playing in caught fire. A
semi-trailer truck fire took the life of the driver
when he was unable to escape. Sixteen persons
were also injured in motor vehicle fires.

The cause of vehicle fires
is difficult to determine
as 22% were coded �un-
known.� There were 47
fires coded �incendiary or
suspicious.� Arson is not
as big of a problem in
Idaho compared to the
rest of the nation. The
national average is 11%
of all fires; in Idaho it is
5.2% of all fires. How-
ever, arson-caused ve-
hicle fires increased 13%
from 1998.

Type Fires Deaths Injuries

Automobiles 586 1 4
Other Motor Vehicles 237 3 3
Rail, Water, Air, Other 51 2
Unknown 51

Top 5 Causes of
Mobile Property Fires

Mobile Property Fires
925

Courtesy of
Idaho Chapter of IAAI

Outside and Other Fires
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Courtesy of Bonnie Hudlet
Coeur d'Alene Fire Department
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FDID # Jurisdiction Fires
Rescue/ 

EMS
Hazard 
Calls

Service 
Calls

Good 
Intent

False 
Alarms

Other 
Calls

Mutual Aid 
Given

Total 
Calls Total $ Loss

Civilian Firefighter Civilian Firefighter
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����� 1DPSD�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW ��� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 1DPSD�5XUDO�)LUH�3' �� � �� �� �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� &DOGZHOO�)LUH�'HSW ��� ����� �� �� ��� ��� � � ����� ������� � � � �

����� &DOGZHOO�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW ��� ��� �� � �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� :LOGHU�)3'

����� 1RWXV�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW

����� 0LGGOHWRQ�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW�� � � � � � � � � � ��������� � � � �

����� 3DUPD�5XUDO�)3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 8SSHU�'HHU�)ODW�)LUH�3' � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� 0HOED�5XUDO�)LUH�3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

�� &$1<21�&2817< ��� ����� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ����� ��������� � � � �

����� 6RGD�6SULQJV�&LW\�)' � � � � � � � � �� ����� � � � �

����� &DULERX�&RXQW\�)' �� � � � � � � � �� ��������� � � � �

����� %DQFURIW�)LUH�'HSW

����� *UDFH�)LUH�'HSW

�� &$5,%28�&2817< �� � � � �� � � � �� ��������� � � � �

����� %XUOH\�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � �� � �� �� � � ��� ������ � � � �

����� %XUOH\�1�&DVVLD�5XUDO�)3' �� � � � �� � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 'HFOR�)LUH�3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 5DIW�5LYHU�)LUH�3' � � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� 2DNOH\�)LUH�3' �� � � � � � � �� �� ������ � � � �

����� $OELRQ�)LUH�3'

�� &$66,$�&2817< ��� � �� � �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� 'XERLV�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW

�� &/$5.�&2817< � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� (ON�5LYHU�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� 2URILQR�)LUH�'HSW �� � � � �� � � �� �� ������� � � � �

����� 7ZLQ�5LGJH�)LUH�'LVWULFW � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� 3LHUFH�9RO�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� :HLSSH�)LUH�'HSW

����� +HDGTXDUWHUV�)LUH�'HSW

����� 6XQQ\VLGH�5XUDO�)LUH�3' � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

�� &/($5:$7(5�&2817< �� � � � �� � � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� 6DZWRRWK�9DOOH\�5XUDO�)3' � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � �

����� &KDOOLV�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� 0DFND\�)LUH�'HSW

����� &OD\WRQ�)LUH�'HSW

����� 1RUWK�&XVWHU�)LUH�3' �� � � � � � �� � �� ������� � � � �

����� 6RXWK�&XVWHU�5XUDO�)3'

�� &867(5�&2817< �� �� � � � � �� � �� ������� � � � �

����� 0WQ�+RPH�&LW\�)'�� �� � � � �� �� � � �� ������� � � � �

����� *OHQQV�)HUU\�)'

����� 0WQ�+RPH�5XUDO�)LUH�3'�� �� � � � �� � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� .LQJ�+LOO�5XUDO

����� $WODQWD�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW

�� (/025(�&2817< �� � � � �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 3UHVWRQ�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� �� � � �� � � � ��� ������� � � � �

�� )5$1./,1�&2817< �� �� � � �� � � � ��� ������� � � � �

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ

1RW�UHSRUWLQJ



Fire in Idaho 1999 35

����� 6W�$QWKRQ\�)LUH�'HSW

����� ,VODQG�3DUN�)LUH�'LVWULFW�� � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� 1RUWK�)UHPRQW�)3'� �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 6�)UHPRQW�)LUH�3'

�� )5(0217�&2817< �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� (PPHWW�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� *HP�&RXQW\�)3'���

����� *HP�&RXQW\�)3'���

�� *(0�&2817< �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� *RRGLQJ�&LW\�5XUDO�)3' �� �� �� � �� � � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� :HQGHOO�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � �� ����� � � � �

����� +DJHUPDQ�)LUH�'HSW �� �� � � � � � �� �� ������� � � � �

����� :HQGHOO�)LUH�3' �� � � � �� � � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� %OLVV�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW

�� *22',1*�&2817< ��� �� �� � �� �� � �� ��� ��������� � � � �

����� *UDQJHYLOOH�)LUH�'HSW

����� &RWWRQZRRG�&LW\

����� :KLWHELUG�)LUH�'HSW

����� (ON�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW

����� )HUGLQDQG�&LW\�5XUDO

����� 6WLWHV�)LUH�'HSW

����� .RRVNLD�)'

����� *UDQJHYLOOH�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW

����� &RWWRQZRRG�5XUDO�)3'

����� 5LGJHUXQQHUV�9RO�)'

����� 6DOPRQ�5LYHU�)LUH�3' � � � � � � � � � ����� � � � �

����� 5LJJLQV�)LUH�3'

�� ,'$+2�&2817< � � � � � � � � � ����� � � � �

����� 5LJE\�)LUH�'HSW

����� 0HQDQ�)LUH�'HSW

����� 0XG�/DNH�)LUH�'HSW

����� 5REHUWV�)LUH�'HSW

����� -HIIHUVRQ�&HQWUDO�)3' � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� +DPHU�)LUH�3'

����� :HVW�-HIIHUVRQ�)LUH�3'

�� -())(5621�&2817< � � � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

����� -HURPH�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� ��� �� �� �� � � �� ��� ������ � � � �

����� -HURPH�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW ��� � �� � �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� )LUVW�6HJUHJDWLRQ�(GHQ�)' �� � � �� �� � � � �� ������ � � � �

�� -(520(�&2817< ��� ��� ��� �� �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� &RHXU�G
$OHQH�)LUH�'HSW ��� ����� ��� �� ��� ��� �� �� ����� ������� � � � �

����� .RRWHQDL�&RXQW\�+D]�0DW����� � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � � �

����� .RRWHQDL�&RXQW\�)'��� �� ��� �� �� �� �� �� ��� ��� ������� � � � �

����� :RUOH\�)LUH�'HSW �� �� � � �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 6SLULW�/DNH�)LUH�3'

����� 3RVW�)DOOV�)LUH�3' ��� ��� �� �� ��� �� �� �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� +D\GHQ�/DNH�)LUH�'HSW�� �� ��� �� �� �� �� � �� ����� ������� � � � �

����� 5DWKGUXP�5XUDO�)3'

����� +DXVHU�/DNH�)LUH�'HSW �� �� � � � � � �� ��� ������ � � � �
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����� 7LPEHUODNH�)3'����� �� �� � � �� � � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 0LFD�.G�,VODQG�)LUH�3'

����� (DVW�6LGH�)LUH�3'�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�� .227(1$,�&2817< ��� ����� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ��� ����� ��������� � � � �

����� 0RVFRZ�&LW\�)LUH�3'�� �� � � � � �� � � ��� ������ � � � �

����� *HQHVHH�5XUDO�&RPP�)'

����� 7UR\�9RO�)LUH�'HSW

����� .HQGULFN�9RO�)LUH�'HSW

����� -XOLDHWWD�9RO�)LUH�'HSW

����� %RYLOO�9RO�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� 0RVFRZ�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW�� �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 3RWODWFK�5XUDO�)LUH�3'

����� 7UR\�5XUDO�)3'

����� 'HDU\�)LUH�3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

�� /$7$+�&2817< �� � � � �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 6DOPRQ�)LUH�'HSW

����� *LEERQVYLOOH�9RO�)LUH�'HSW

����� (ON�%HQG�)LUH�3'

����� /HDGRUH�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � ������� � � � �

����� 1RUWK�)RUN�)LUH�3'

�� /(0+,�&2817< � � � � � � � � � ������� � � � �

����� &UDLJPRQW�)LUH�'HSW

����� 5HXEHQV�)LUH�'HSW

����� :LQFKHVWHU�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � �

����� 1H]SHUFH�)LUH�'HSW

����� .DPLDK�&LW\�5XUDO�)3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

�� /(:,6�&2817< �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 6KRVKRQH�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� 'LHWULFK�5XUDO�)LUH�'HSW

����� 5LFKILHOG�)LUH�'LVWULFW

����� :RRG�5LYHU�)LUH�'LVW��� �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

�� /,1&2/1�&2817< �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 5H[EXUJ�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � �� �� �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 0DGLVRQ�)LUH�3' �� �� �� � �� � � �� ��� ������� � � � �

�� 0$',621�&2817< ��� �� �� �� �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� 5XSHUW�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � � � � � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� :HVW�(QG�)LUH�3' �� �� � � �� � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 1RUWKVLGH�5XSHUW �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� +H\EXUQ�)LUH�3' �� � � � � �� � � �� ������� � � � �

����� (DVW�(QG�)LUH�3' �� � �� � � � � � ��� ������� � � � �

�� 0,1,'2.$�&2817< ��� �� �� � �� �� � �� ��� ��������� � � � �

����� /HZLVWRQ�)LUH�'HSW�� ��� � �� �� �� ��� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� /DSZDL�)LUH�'HSW

����� (YHUJUHHQ�9RO�)'

����� &XOGHVDF�)LUH�'HSW

����� %LJ�&DQ\RQ�)LUH�'LVWULFW�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�� 1(=�3(5&(�&2817< ��� � �� �� �� ��� � � ��� ������� � � � �
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����� 0DODG�)LUH�'HSW

�� 21(,'$�&2817< � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� +RPHGDOH�&LW\�)'

����� 0DUVLQJ�&�)3'

����� +RPHGDOH�)3'

����� 0DUVLQJ�)3' � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� *UDQG�9LHZ�)LUH�'HSW �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� %UXQHDX�)LUH�'HSW

����� 0XUSK\�5H\QROGV�:LOVRQ�)3' �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

�� 2:<+((�&2817< �� � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� 3D\HWWH�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW �� � �� � �� � � � �� ������� � � � �

����� )UXLWODQG�)LUH�'HSW�� �� � � � � � � �� �� ������ � � � �

����� 1HZ�3O\PRXWK�)LUH�'HSW

����� 3D\HWWH�5XUDO�)' �� � � � �� � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� 1HZ�3O\PRXWK�5XUDO�)'

�� 3$<(77(�&2817< ��� � �� � �� �� � �� ��� ������� � � � �

����� $PHULFDQ�)DOOV�)LUH�'HSW

����� 3RZHU�&RXQW\�5XUDO

�� 32:(5�&2817< � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����� 6KRVKRQH�)LUH�3'��� �� ��� �� �� ��� �� � �� ��� ������ � � � �

����� 6KRVKRQH�)LUH�3'����� �� ��� �� � �� � � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� 3ULFKDUG�0XUUD\�)LUH�'HSW

����� 6W�-RH�9DOOH\�)LUH�3'

����� 0XOODQ�6KRVKRQH�)LUH�3'���

�� 6+26+21(�&2817< �� ��� �� �� ��� �� � �� ����� ������� � � � �

����� 7HWRQ�&RXQW\�)3' �� � � �� �� �� � � �� ������� � � � �

�� 7(721�&2817< �� � � �� �� �� � � �� ������� � � � �

����� 7ZLQ�)DOOV�)LUH�'HSW ��� ��� ��� �� ��� ��� �� � ����� ��������� � � � �

����� %XKO�)LUH�'HSW �� � �� � �� �� � � ��� ������� � � � �

����� .LPEHUO\�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW � � � � � � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� +DQVHQ�)LUH�'HSW

����� )LOHU�)LUH�5HVFXH � � � � � � � � �� ��� � � � �

����� 5RFN�&UHHN�5XUDO�)' �� �� �� � �� � � � �� ������ � � � �

����� )LOHU�)LUH�5HVFXH�5XUDO �� �� � � �� � � � �� � � � � �

����� &DVWOHIRUG�)LUH�'LVWULFW

����� 6DOPRQ�7UDFN�9RO�)LUH�3'

�� 7:,1�)$//6�&2817< ��� ��� ��� �� ��� ��� �� �� ����� ��������� � � � �

����� &DVFDGH�&LW\�)LUH�'HSW
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Note:  The above information includes all reports received in the State Fire Marshal�s Office by April 2000. Numbers in the Mutual Aid Given column
reflect all types of calls. Firefighter injuries include all incidents, however, civilian injuries, deaths, and dollar loss totals refer to fire incidents only.
Bold type represents a county where all departments (100%) reported their incidents.

Types of calls included in each category:

FIRES RESCUE HAZ MAT SERVICE CALLS GOOD INTENT FALSE ALARMS OTHER CALLS

Structure EMS Chemical Spills Smoke Removal Controlled Burns Unintentional Overpressure Rupture
Vehicle Extrication Power Line Down Unauthorized Burning Canceled Enroute Malicious Unclassified
Trash Search Arcing Elect Equip Assist Police Smoke Scare Alarm Malfunction
Grass CO Detector: CO Found CO Detector; CO Not Found Bomb Scare, No Bomb
Other Airport Standby Animal Rescue

Water Evacuation
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Cover photograph courtesy of Justin Schellenburg of a Forest Service
Smokejumpers hangar built in the 1960�s when Idaho City was a
smokejumper base. The fire was started by 2 youths using matches to
kindle a fire inside a travel trailer stored in the hangar.

Costs associated with this publication are available at the office
of the Idaho State Fire Marshal.

Idaho State Fire Marshal
700 West State Street
P. O. Box 83720
Boise, Idaho   83720-0043

Idaho's Fire
Departments
Respond Every:

18 minutes
to an incident...

24 minutes to
a non-fire
emergency...

46 minutes to a
rescue call...

1.5 hours to
an actual fire...

2.7 hours to an
outside fire...

2.6 hours to a false alarm...

6 hours to a structure fire...

9.4 hours to a vehicle fire...

27 hours to an incendiary or suspicious fire...


